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g^ England? 
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it ; and what Tradition \$ to be received,and what Tradition is 
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The Difference of the Cafe^ between the Se- 
1^ far at ion of Prot eft ants from the Church of 
Rome, and the Separation of Dijf enters 
from the Church of England. 


Since the happy Reformation of this Church, thpy 
of the Romijb Perfwafion have with their utmoft 
Art infinuatedjthat our Reformation proceeded 
upon Principles Deftrudiveof all Order and Government 
in the Church ; and that it naturally tends to endlefs 
Separations. To this end they have laid hold upon that 
advantage which the Divifions amorigft Proteftants have 
offered them, and faid that the Reafons upon which 
we ground our Separation from the Church of Rome will 
hold to juftify the Separation of the Diffenters from the 
Church of England. And the Truth is fome of the Dif- 
fenters have been fo Ihdifcreet, to fay no more, as to 
alledge the fame thing. And I am very forry that Men 
of the fame Perfwafion with us in Oppofition to the 
Impious Errors and Prafticcs of the Roman Church , 
ihould give fo much Countenance to that grievousCharge 
upon the Reformatibn,as fome of them have done. The 
Papifls are too much beholden to them for giving the 
Occafion of this Accufation : but to joyn with them 
, in. the fame Charge, is top great a kindnefs in all Rea- 
fon, and indeed Deftrudtive of the Common Caufe 
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of the Reformation , ^y infinuating one of thefe two 
things, either that there was no Reafon for this Se^ 
paration On either part ; or elfe that notwithftanding 
our pretended Reformation, we are ftill as bad as the 
Church of Rome ; for otherwife they cannot have the 
fame Reafon to feparate from us, that we had at firft 
to feparate from that Church. 

I ihall endeavour with Gods heip to flieW m a ihort 
and plain Difcourfe upon this fuh^ft, that the Cafes 
are vaftly different ; and that we have very good 
Reafons wherewith to' juftify our Separation 
from the Church pf Ronw j and th»t the Diflentw? who 
forfake our Communion cannot by any good Confe- 
quence from tbofe Reafons , warrant their feparation 
from our Church. 

Jn this attempt, I am fenfiblc that I hav© Ad- 
verfaries on both fides j and that it often happens to be 
a nice and hazardous bufinefs tp determine between 
two Extremes. But I hope there is no reafon to ap- 

f>rehcnd great Danger in this Cafe ; fmce it is the fame 
aif? Charge againtt the Reformation , in which thefc 
Extreme Parties agree ; and it is of that nature,that 'tis 
all one whether I confute it againft the Fapiftsfix againft 
the Protefiant Separatifis^ for if it be dilproved againft 
one, 'tis Ihewn to be unjuft in both. 

This is our Cafe , that as wc Charge thofe of the 
Separation from our Church with Schifhy fo do the- 
Romanifls Charge us of the Church of England with 
Schifm too : But with this Difference,as we pretend, that 
we have good Reafon for that, fo have not they for 
this. For Schifm \s% Caufekfs Separation from a Church. 
And we think we may appeal to all Difmterefled and 
Judicious Chriftians^ that we have ihewn ourSepara^ 
tion from Rome to be grounded uponj uft and Necef- 
6ry Caufes j but that the Diflenters have ihewn none 
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fueh ibr their Separation from us. And When all is 
done it flioixki not indims any Man to think that the 
Truth is tsdnf with th^Rmanffi ormththeDifeHter'^ 
becaufe the Charge of Schifm is laid by thi^ Romaniji 
againft us, and by us againft the Separatift with equal 
Confidence , unlefs he fees withal that it is laid with 
equal JufliGe. 

For it w^ not indeed to be expe£l:ed^ut that when 
fome Prateftants demanding a farther Reformation^ fe- 
parated from our Church , this pretence would loon 
after be fet on foot both by thofe of the Clujrch of 
Eomey and by thofe of the Separation. It lay fair for 
them both, and right or wrong was likely to be taken 
up by both ; fince it would ferve exceedingly well to 
fadp a bad Cau& and to give popular colours to the 
weak Arguments^ both of the ohe and of the other 
iidc. Tte Romanifi was not likdy to forego fuch an 
ad vantage^ as the Separation oi our Diflenters gave him, 
to di%race the Reformation amongft thofe that loved 
Unity. Nor was the Separatid likely to omit that ad- 
vantage, which our Reformation gave him, to com- 
mend his Sq>aration from us under the notion of a far- 
ther Separation from Rmw , to thofe that abhorred 
?0pery. And therefore it will (land all Difcreet perfons 
in hand to weigh the merits o^ the Caufe on both fides, 
and not to admit any prejudice againft our Commu- 
nion io fiivour either of the Papifi or the Se^ary^mG^rly 
becaufe they both fay that in juftifying our Separation 
from the Papift^ we vindicate the Separation of the 
Se^lary from our felves. 

I mufl not in this narrow Compafs pretend to enter 

upon a Difcuffion of the feveral Queftions controverted 

between as and our Adver^ies on both fides : But ihall 

' take it for Granted, that what has been faid in Anfwer 

to die feveral Objedions of the Difftnters againft our 
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Cofbmunion has been well argued againft them: And like- 
wife that in charging the Church of Rome with thofe 
feveral Corruptions in Doftrine and Pradice, which 
have made her Communion Intolerable, we have faid 
upon each point no more than what has been well 
proved againft that Church ; and which upon all fit 
Occafions, we (hall, by the Grace of God, be ready 
to make good again. But my principal defign is to 
Ihew that there is no manner of Inconfiftence in the 
way we take to vindicate our felves from Schijm 
charged upon us by the Church of Rowe , with thofe 
principles upon which we accufe our Diflenting Brethren 
of that fault, who feparate from the Church of En^ndi 
And that the Romaniji cannot take our Arguments a- 
gainft the Separation of the Diflenters, to condemn 
our Reformation ,• hor the Separatift our Reafons a- 
gainft the Communion of the Romamfl^ to acquit him- 
fclf inforfaking the Communion of our Church. 

This I conceive will be made to appear, i ; by lay- 
ing down the Reafons on both fides ; thofe by which 
we pretend to juftify our Separation from the Church 
of Rome ; arid thofe upon which the Diflenters lay the 
llrefs of their Separation from us. 

X. By Comparing them together, that we may 
Judg wherein and how far thefe Cafes agree with,, 
or differ from one another. 

In laying down the Reafons on both fides, I (hall 
begin with thie grounds upon which this Church fe- 
parated from the Church of Rome ; and then proceed 
to thofe upon which the Diflenters feparate from us. 

I. To the Church of /?(?»^ charging us with Schifm 

we Anfwer in general : That our Separation from her 

was neceflary by Reafon of thofe Corruptions in her 

Communion, which we could not comply with againft 

the 


the Conviction of our Confciences. More particularly 
s we fay. That this Church of EnglandhzA no dependence 
upon the Authority of the Church of Rome , which 
She might, not lawfully throw off^ and that She does 
not owe any Subjeftion to the Bilhop of Rome^ but 
had juft Power without asking his leave, or (laying for 
his Confent , to Reform Her felf. And withal that 
the Church of Rome ought to have Reformed Her felf, 
as we have done, fince there were moll neceflary 
Caufes for fo doing j the Communion of that Church 
being defiled with the profeflion of thofe damnable 
Errors, and the praftice of thofe Superflitions and !-• 
dolatries which we have done away. To this purpofe 
we challenge thofe of that Communion with the par- 
ticulars of their DoBrine of TratifubdantiatioH , their 
Sacrifice of the Mafs^ their Service in an unknown Tonguey 
their half Communion , their Worjhip of Images ^ tneir. 
Adoration of the Hofiy and the reft of thofe Abomina- 
tions, whereof the Communion of tiiat Church doth 
in great part Confift. We acknowledge that we fe- 
parated from them in thefe things, when we Reformed 
ourfelves; but info doing we were not guilty oiSchifm 
from the Church of kome^ and that, tf nothing elfe 
were to be faid, becaufe this Church owes no Subje- 
aion to that : but withal that the Caufes of the Refor- 
mation being fo neceflary as we pretend them to be, 
the Separation of Communion that enfued upon our 
being, and their hating to be Reformed, was on our 
fide juft and neceflary upon that account alfo , and 
therefore not SchifmaticaL 

So that our Anlwcr is twofold. 

!• That the Church of England being by no kind of 
Right, fubjeft to the Roman^ or any Forreign Bilhop, 
bad full Power and Authority without askingkarue of For- 

reigners. 
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neigners to Reform herfelf. And this we fey would have 
cleared her from the Imputation of Schifm^ if the caufes 
of the Reformatioii had not been fo ,ncceflary as in* 
deed they were. If before the Reformation there had 
been no Unlawful conditions of Communion required 
in the Weftem Ghurches,and all the fault that could have 
been found in them, had amounted to no more than 
bare Inconveniences and Imprudence in the manner of 
their Difcipline , or in ordering the outward Mode of 
Worfliip ; it had yet been free for the Church of £;fg/W 
• %^^ ^^^^ Reformed thofe lefler faults within her felf , 

though no other Church wouldiiave done the lifee. 
And though for fuch defefts remaining in other Chur- 
ches abroad Ihe ought not to have Separated from their 
Communion ; yet Ihe might very juftly and Commen- 
\ , dably free her felf from them at home. But if a For reign 

Church fuppofe that of Rowe^ fliould hereupon have 

abflained fit)m the Communion of thisChurch,till we had 

returned to the former /;/c^;iw»/^»/,thoughzin/«/ Rites, 

;, and Cuftoms, that Forreign Church had been guilty 

of Schifm in fo doir^. And if the Church of Eng^- 
land not willing to part with her Uherty and to proftitute 
her Authority to the Ufurpation of the See of /?(7m^,. 
fhould have adherd to her own Reformation,{he had not 
been guilty of the breach of Communion, following 
that her Refolution ; becaufe fhe had done nothif^, 
but what was within the compafs of her juft Power to 
do, and in which fhe was not liable to be controuled 
by any other Church. 

We fay with St. Cyprian^ that the Epifcopal ^orvtrn- 
M Arami' ^^^^ ^f ^^^ Church ought to be but one^ Jhread abroad a^ 
mumy mon^ Btfhops^ many in number^ but heartily agreeing tog^^ 

^' 5^' ther. But with the fame exceHent Man we fay too, 

that it » Emalthat every one (f them fhould have a part 

cmielitm of the FkcKaJJigned to him^ which he is to Governy re^ 

^' membring 
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memhrhg that he is to give an account cf his management 
tt> God. Wliich he faid, in a^ferting the Freedom 
of the ^rican Churche? from Subjeftion to the 
Roman. This we think is juftly applicable to our 
Cafe. 

The Church of England is a National Churchy once 
indeed under the Ufurpation of the Roman Biihop, and 
at length refcued from that fervitude ; we are at prefent 
United together by Common Rules for Government and 
Worftiip, Coofuked upon and agreed unto by the 
Biihopsand Presbyters in Convocation, and then made ^ 
Laws to all the particular Churches* of this Kingdom^ 
by the Authority of the Soveraign. Thefe Laws (hew 
the Reformation of the Church ; And they do not 
want any Authority they ought to have, for wanting 
the content of the Roman Biihop, upon whom we have 
neither Ecclefiaftical nor Civil Dependence. For if any 
one ikigle Bimop of the African Church might deter- 
fflin Caufes, and judge matters of Ecclefiaftical cogni- 
fance (which.yet was feldom done in things of mo- 
ment without the advice of Cdlegues when the Church 
had reft from Perfecution ) and this without allowing 
Appeals to Rome ; much more may the Biihops of a 
whole Chriftian Kingdom confederate together to car- 
der Church matters Independently upon the See of 
Rome , efpecially being required thereunto by their 
Chriftian Soveraign to whom they all owe Subjection 
and Obedience in all things, faving their Common 
Chriftianity. So that if the Caufes of the Reformation 
had not been fo weighty as indeed they were, yet con.- 
fidering the Authority by which it was effeaed ,• our 
Separation from Rome thereupon enfuing was wholly 
Guiltlefs on dur part, it being neceflary unlefe we would 
ftibmit to the Unjuft and Tyrannows Claims of a For- 
reign Biihop. 
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%. To the charge of Schijht laid againft us by the 

Romanift^ we Anfwer alfo, that the conditions af Ctrnmu^ 
nion required in the Roman Churchy were many of them 
Vnlawful to hefuhmitted unto ; fince we could not Com- 
municate with her without profeflingDoftrinesthat are 
plainly contrary to Gods Word, nor without doing fe- 
veral things that arje clearly and particularly forbidden 
by it. And fince it is not in the Power of any Man 
or Church, to difpenfe with our Obligations to the 
Laws of God, we could not be obliged to preferve Com- 
munion with the Bilhop of Rome and his Adherents, 
upon thofc Terras; But becaufe Catholick Communi- 
on ought to be preferved, they ought to have put a- 
way thofe Scandals from amongft themfelves, which 
fmce they have not done, though the Separation is e- 
qual on both fides, yet the Schijm is not ours but theirs 
only. 

And therefore we farther fay that if the Corruptions 
of the Roman Church ( which God forbid ) (hould ever 
come to be eftabliftit in this Church of England again^ 
by the- fanie Authority that has aboliflit them j it were"" 
not only Lawful, but a ncceflary Duty to feparate from . 
the Communion of this Church in that Cafe. We have 
that Reverence of Church Authwity, and of the Su- 
preme Magiftrate, fhat we will fubmit to their Deter- 
minations in all things wherein God has left us to our 
own Liberty. But if they Command us to do things 
contrary to his Determination, and to take that liberty 
which he has not givien us, we muft remember that 
we are to obey God rather than Man. We have that 
fenfe alfo of the mifchief of Divifions and Separations, 
and of the Duty of maintaining Church-Communion, 
that if the Caws of Gpd be but obferved,- we are not 
only ready.jto comply with what qur own Superiours im- 
pofe upon us, for the fake of Peace and Unity at home ; 

but 
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but if we Were to go abroad, we Ihould obfervethe 
Cuftoins of other C&irchcs, though perhaps very dif- 
ferent from ours, and this for the .fake of maintaining 
one Communion of Chriftians every were* But neither 
abroad, nor. at home can we purchafe Unity of Com-? 
munion at fo dear. a rate as to break Gods Command- 
ments for it. 

We know it is 4 g^ thing for atl the parts of the 
Church to have but one Conuhunion^ but wenfuft »et 
do evil^ that evm this :goaJ may ceme : And kail of aB 
that evil which Church Communion and Church Au« 
thority were in great part defigned to prevent. For 
as we believe that Chrift formed his Difciples into a 
Spirimal Society, fo we have great leafootQicondiide 
that one main end hereof was,, that by the Communis 
on of Chriftians under their Governdurs, the holy 
Truths and Laws of God concerning his Wocfhip and 
our Salvation might be more advantageoufly held forth 
to the World, and more eflfedually guarded and roam« 
tained.; .And therefore to keep this Communion one. 
as much as in us lies, we will do any thing required by 
our Superiors tllat God has left us free to do or not : 
But to deny that Holy] Truth or any part of it, or to 
break any of thofe Divine Laws^ for the fake of wfaieh 
thisj Communion it idf was Inftituted^ neither of thefe 
things dare we do to prevent Divifions and Separati- 
ons. And we are as fure that Tranfuhfiantiation^Adoration 
of the Hoft^ Wor/hiping'of Images J Prying to the Dead 
and Praying in an unknown Ti^irgir^, are Repugnant to le* 
veral exprefs Texts of Scripture, not to fay to Com- 
mon Senfe andReafon : We are I &y as fure that they 
are the plain Laws and Truths of God to which thefe 
things are contrary $ and withal that to guard thefe 
Truths God Inftituted a Churchy and a Communion of 

Saints J as we are ttuit there was any fuch thing as a 
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Qmrch taSikatedy or Chncch CommanioiaifequutA* 
Atid trvify if Sepacation, when there is fuch came for 
it, as we pretend, were not a aeceffioy Dut)r; it mighe 
becom the Duty c^ Cbrifimm to be United in Scanda- 
lous Impieties and ISamnabk Eivors. And ^I 'think no 
body wilt fay tlmt in fudi vhmgs one O>mmunion is 
either to be defired or excufed, but rather to be brolcen, 
and that tevery iMan is concern^ as fflubh as tiis Sal- 
vation is worth to break away from A%. And we are 
dartaio it xrab nevenbe neodHiry to ati^ Mans Salvation 
to be !a .Sohifmati(dc>, - 
.Upon this account, we fay, that they who in Queen 
Mtmf^ days ohofe tto jfaijr down ^neir lives, rather 
tlitn tcturn to the CoEQmltltWMi^^^^^ t^hurdb^ 

wore ia fitr iifom being SihifiMticis tlm they "were 
Gods Martyrs ;in fo 'dokig. And had it 4Deen, or fhoiild 
it be our lot to ha^ 'mscbakc fo hard to Flefli and 
Bkmdoffiired'Co u^.; we 'trtift,«hiBit through the mighty 
Qcaoe bf <}od, we ihduld &)llow the Faith and Patience 
of thoTe holy Men and Womtn, who Sealed this Gai^ 
with dieir ]^ood,n»8e&ty facing ufder the Diipleafure 
of that Jioft Authority, the Unjuft Commands here- 
of they cx^uldnprfajbiMntlyobey. 1^ piain^thou^ Ot- 
neiEil aceoi]tt,wei|^e<)f*the:SeMxad^ 
fif ' England'&xxa tile Ofamrdi i^mme. And if we pre^* 
tend no more in laiir own l>tffi3f}ce%gMnft that Church, 
than we can prove^ we have Restfon to think our fehres 
&& on that fide. 
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-. a^ Lot us noiviee upon what PriiK^es and hj what 
]rfeas 'the Difloiters Defend their S^aratioa from the 
Churdi of Eji^MtJ. To us tha«fsfe cha^^ litem 
3t/ich Sdi^ v^oa iditsiaccoufft, they Anfwer dfo^nmt 
pur Ooraoiunion is Qortift^ andtiiat th^ <amiot with 
tLfafiCct^ciewxcaciagiOii mix i «ndthft they are bound 

for 


for greater Purity of Worfliip and Ordinances, to divide 
Scam u$. But in makipg, out this general Anfwer diey 
do not all gothq i^e way,, nor do fome of them al. 
low thofe.to be good Beofods foii aS^aration, which 
oth^s think fubftttntial i^jou^. That in which moft 
of diem do i^ree is ia-^lTigBinglbflOe.CtrtfiMMrw injoined 
m our Church, cenoernuig^whidht fome t)£ tiicm &y 
that ibsy are Unlawful to be ufed in Gods Wbrflup.; 
others of them, that thfl««ris-f;frea£ cau&co doubt who* 
ibac diey be Lawful or dot' ; And thele dare not join 
in our GommuniQft with Scrupulous and Unfatisfied' 
minds. The things of this fort are the Sigv> rf the, 
Cr»fs iH.thet^ce rfBaftifi», (though<this bei.made bf 
tbfiMiD^9r<itiliy)KMelhtginthej4^offReceivitigaheSuM 
cbariftf and the Mhifiers wearing Ot'Sitrpiicei in Ptdiick' 
Wurjhif^ The other Foilbs tbi^ find with the Lituv- 
g]r> however they are thou^by the> Geocoality o^ 
Diilenters to be a Reafon fufBdent to ground Separatioocr 
upon, are not I think, produced by thofe that fhould 
bojft.undvAand the C^e,-a$ amounting'to make our 
CommiuiipB dtre^fy Unjawfbl. But* yetr there ate. 
€IM^ fny)^ .lhe» ought mt t9(mfef avk^atu^ttrfyfenilb^" 
<ifd^rfi 0'Mter : ! AndithecflMdd wibichi.tKeatitivbst 
^^erbttttigtbettw^ifly^aM to prefeffthsQ^lnifiMdiauis} < 
^ ih&fi^offt to ftfoiPMe fn>A usifor- the/ moft^ poitv 
Otherr|;o ytt ftrlMnfrottus^ aadtake liturgiesy anrfiv 

of^^^'Mf^ ijmmtivxttk^ >todii#ichoflidoQ»>i > 

ev^'^b^ feen} fltortOvdb(f;lii[9&Aids5^ tiuifiS^ 
u|sift;«hir;i fii»e/thcorvafffti»oiwl«dgtiiQHe:€hitDcha be{< 

tim^HMie littU wf^iiQanriiURittifBMiftMMS^"^ 
they are governpd bpifiKMfpst ^i^Ambleteaii^ ttt) (Sinib^ 

Aafifaidt|r(<oiMttirwithcC]x>fioda^^ rc^iliriag 
, C z Con- 
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CJonforiliity to our Church Laws, they do not pretend 
thofe Laws to be eoforoed by an Authority to whkb 
they are not bound to fiibnut. And therefore as; far . 
as I can find they rather diufeto JufliiQr their Separati- 
on iqponthe account of the Unlawrahieis, or (ufpe£^d 
Unlawfuinefsof thettuhgslmpofed, or upon the prefe- 
rence of a better Communion then lentrs is. But cut cl( 
thefe I cmd -except the /if«/<r/e»i/«f^r who acknowledge 
no otiier Church to be a^reeaUe to the Word of God, 
bat fuch a Company of Chriftian People United one to 
another by a particular Covenant under Officers of their 
own chuftng, as can ^ once Afi^ble in the fame place- 
for the Worfhip of God. And thefe Men think the 
very Conftitution of ourChurchtobereafoAenoOgh for. 
a Separation Scorn it. I will take notice of no other 
Difiifenters at prefent, but thofe that Separate upon fboie 
one, or more of thefe grounds ; which may be reduced 
to three. ...■■>. v 

I. Ihat a National Church Authority, is an UfuF» 
patkm upon partitular Cow^egatimis, Which are pre^' 
traded to be the oidy Chnrdies of Ghrift$ Inftitntion, 
and that every jRich Chiwch has fidl Power in k feifta 
order all things relating m Worfhip and Di^^e,' and 
is. not of right accountable to any other Authority for 
the order it fhall take to sovem itfdf in thefe tilings; 
And therefinre the /iM^/»t?««/5^,^l f^thicife themf^lve$ 
dear of the Gmlt of Sckifm as having Sepai^ted iroot 
a Church wUch is tiatt)[Cbrifis:Jn&katiaQ. For )!hey 
take an Independent Co^greg^bn only ; to be fUch. 
Bttt yet thefe are willing to «ome in with the o^hec 
Diiiditeis for their' Int^di in thi(^ next ^ound of ^pa-^ 
nt|an,u{ibawhicl>attbf dienii,its€tta5lcaii Judg6,'h^> '■ 
to find tfab fiiveft Footing ; AtA that b, 

2« That the conditioos of ow Comtaimoa, thole 

namely 


fiamely tiefore mentioned, are not Lawful Hot a t!)hrlftf. 
adfto S&bmit unto. • And here I inciude thofe that do 
but Sfcfo^te the Lawfulneft of thofe thlh^ Wbith are 
injoicied in out; Church; ' For thqr that hy pofitively 
they are Unlawful, and they that But fufpe£t them to 
be Unlawful, produce the fame Arguments, the former 
tojuftify their Peremptcrwefsyth€\Mter their Scru/rles.The 
Reafohs I fay upon which they go ire the fame, only 
they workup fome of them to a greafe^ height of con- 
fidence then others are come to ; and Ibme again they 
Jeave altogether doubtful what to fey, whether to con- 
dude for us or againft us. They agree inlf)hming our 
Church for requiring things to be done in Gods Wor- . 
fhip which he has not Commanded, fome alfo of which 
Imve been and flill are done by Papifts in their Idolatrous 
Slices, from whom wejotjght to diepart in all thitigs 
that are not neceflary to be done. Upon* thefe grounds 
Ibme pretend to' heffir*^ <>thers to be afraid that tp fuf- 
kt^itC\Mttn.tdief^iitdufHh the f^^ 
to Kneel at the Communiony to he frefent at Dirulfte Ser^ 
vice vohere a Surf lice is worn^ andf to fubmic to Liturgiei 
and frefcrihed Forms of'WbrjPhipy are Unkwfuh And 
theie Reafon^ I find ^ne^ 'M tWitfe ^ Tnikfferent 
Things ifedin GodsJ^r/hip)$tattdinltfhe lihnlfif3iffej^ - - - 
ters\ jufl no«r put>Bflted.^^^ -• c; * "' ^ ■ :' / ' 

For thus that Author diicbir^ 'in thdr 'behdf,*!^ 
€MaMi > faith hei cwceive- it ^Ptf^AJb ihatHn thiup ef Di^ 
vine mrj^; things <f^hiMiff»iHi^tfatuh^poidd'^U 
tHe J^^^ter^tfany^Hiirtm PitimitAtHoirylfai'thei'Mi Gtfeen Mnie 
tbeparticHhtrfra^kg 'tf'tl^'^i^jht-dei^mgf Ati^^^^ 
again, WbeteM utatfien tf WhijhipGHihhath wnte Orsl '* 
whether iy his Ten in^aarei^ Writing «r^ ^ his not /re* ^' »7«- 
firiBing the particular Circnm/tances , no Man cm iht 
ihm iouf ; thon^ ^mfihes^rnkf d^W ihiS^ oM' France, 
fin thiser that Tinifo^ /iff,.: whe^ they aiiniet nfe more 
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tboH tne tf thife Poftures or Circimifiaiices. Tb^t is ;. 
where Cod bath left Men. at their U&j^xtf to do this. 
Or that, they may Deceroua diemfelye^ but no Hu«^ 
flum Authority may Determin for them. Farther^ As, 

to things in Gods Worjhif not Determined fy 6od<^ they, 
fudge every Man is Sui Juris andon^t to he Determined 
iy God alone to this^ Or that ; /. ^. he can he obliged 

to this or that Part by God.only . And he %ys platnly 

that, twfi of them are Cor^dent thai- im matters rf Wor- 
Jhip no Superiors may rejirain what God hath- left atJCi' 
lerty. In Purfuanae of this general Principle he ^s^ 
fpme Pofiuif) in XI Human Ailfon ieing neeeffiafy^^ and. 
Hotte hy God Determined in every AH of Wor (hip ; vnhfrfi- 
there is no Detttrnvnatioftf they ielipvfi thdmfilvef at Li^ 

P. i6. 17. lerty^ and think, they ou^t* not to he: Determined hyany 

thii^ hnt their ovm praOical J ud^ent Recording to pH* 
Jent Circutiiftaifces'Jt is a Lfh^ty mtb which God hatltniad/t 
thmJree, Agaja^ l^a^c)^^le^$.thai th^ Judj^iS^ 
Z^^ivj^tpobey L^ws conc|si;ning. -.^///r /!» /h^ 

P-9- whickGodhathikft <m l^k^-iy^ zx^cotvsenoDg Hahm 

and Geftiii^^^^poj^rtkfim,.ttt.he l^ at Liberty, attd 
ffMj( none w^ ; f^to,- tt/e ^^^fftji^vfrify J^d^th.thfiivZffiUoKt, 

9. so. &c. as^^mh i^^i^fmi^^^\^ fxhi^m. and ^i^tei^ 

Jliiious Services may not, in tlu;(r:lH^^|P9eiM^ ^<f'/4n^^ 
:m 13 DJi^re^:J^^^!(ien^,lh(i%p«ii^ 

■I -th(^>£4^^hPKb ^thp^Q£l!li6i(^Bwntl9n.fii«gi 

Ji<h "^"^ ^?«^4^fe.wi»*i*fe««ttOihteyvfee|a«iofettt 

tjbj«i^Q^i^rQR9ifMli^ UfiUv^ iik^ lU^ Tmc& thegh 
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can ib^etitnes CMtimunicate T^ikb us in our whole 
Service. But they Judge the way of the Separate 
Meetings to be tnore perfe<fl, arid a better means of 
Edification ^ and the ground of their Separation is this^ 
that it is Ut^btWfalto Ooramunicate Ordinarily in a 
(pore impejftfit way of Wbrfliip and enjoying the Or* 
dinances of the Gofpel, where a better may be had. 

■ 'i.. I 'totOBiki^ to the fecond 'Point which is to cbim- 
patfe "theigrbunds df Stet«ration oh both fides together j 
diativetn^y Judge wherein they differ or how lir they 
agree. 

i. lio ji&nottriedgp that the lijott _;gener^t gVourid 
df all is tht -fettie on Vdi^i fides ^ or -at .'leaft ; . ma^ be 
fo ; thtft is, that We Separite ^om the Cjburch of 
Rmi^ 'i.full ^erfiot^on tfCeHfcience, that'fo we ought toi 
do J Aftdthatthe Dijfentiers Sepaitite from the Oiuriil^ 
df Bn^tfH with the like Pe^fWafidn.' ButW % 



theChurch of Etiglatul*s Separating from Rome, . and 
the tbrjj^irf/^j Separating from the Church ot fEffgfwd^ 
vm^be Codfidered, time ehou^ 4fteir all the other 
Rew^Kfr are totnpfl^ea.' , . 

i,.' Vht tiext gi^ei^ Reafm on both ttdesSid^^ 
is , that Sej^wsftion was necef^ary iiSc greater F unity tf 
Wvrjhip and Ordinances. We for^eater Purity Sepa- 
wtedfrom hmie: lire -jD/#»?<f« for greater Purity Se- 
parated from us. Now whether this may or m^y cioc 
rfeaftffljftjiy tfe pr^tettded by, the Dijfenttn in their Cafe» 
ts Wcfl as by the ChurA of Eit^nd in Hers,will beft 
tppear ^»h!eh \re have liid tcgemer the particulars ex- 
aepted ^iftft^nttoth fides, by i» with Refereiice to 
*toe'GottlmttfiT6niof the OiUrdi of 'Romey by theBif- 
Ifenters, with Reference to the Communion of the 
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Church of Eijg/W; and have alfo Cpniidered the way 
of rtiaintaihingObje^^ the Terms of Com- 

munion with Rme of En^andy that .is peci^iar to ^ch 

fidd -But;-'''* /• ' ' _ . V- • 

'3. There is not the fanie Plea offered to juftify the 
Separation in both Cafes with Refpedt to that Authority 
by which the Conditions of Communion are prefcribed! 
For we of the Church of England dp unanimoufly 
deny that the Bijhof of Rome h^^aiiy Juil Authority 
to make Rules for the Communion, or to prjefcribe 
Laws for the Government of our Church. But all the 
Diflenters do not queftion the Lawfiilhefs of that Au- 
thority b}^ which our Liturgy is Eftaljli(ht^ ^ thofe 
rfiings which thev Obje£t aeainft are required.; For 
thofe of the PreshjterianVcrw^fxpn amongft us, how- 
ever they diflike Diocefan Epifcopacy, yet feem not to 
ttfift upon it in their late Writings ^ as a ground of 
Separation from this Chu^rch ; but if other tmngs^were 
Refonfted according to their mind, they would Sub- 
mit to our Bifliops, and by. their Conforniity contri- 
bute to iiphold the Order of this National Church. 
But then the /^;/^/W<f/^/i indeed muft in Confequeace 
of their pHncipies , deny that Bilhops fingly or joindy^ 
whether With the Civil Authority or without it, hav» 
^n;y^. right toprefci'ibe to fheir Congregations in mat- 
tttB Bfclejiafiical^ fince in thefe things they hoW 
their M etaibers to be accountable to no Authority un- 
dfer God, but that of the Congregation to which they 
beloifig. 

' Arid now 1 fhali compare the two Cafes of Sq^ra- 
tion with refped to three things which wiil,l conceive. 
Comprehend all the forementioned Pleas on both ildes ; 
that is with refpeft, i. to Authority, x- To Tfrms of 
jCdmniunion\znd under this head to the Common pretence 
*' " ' ^ of 
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of Separating far greater Purity, p To the PlidefCM^ 
Jiience. 

• 1. With rei|)eft to Authority. We are divided fix>m 
the Church of Rme as one particular Conftituted 
Church from another, neither of which has any Au- 
thority to prefcribe to the other in matters EcclefiaflicaL 
And therefore as I laid before, tho the Terms of the 
Communion of that Church were not Unlawful, yet if 
She would have noCommunion with us,unlefs we would 
be govern'd by Her Laws : And if our Church Gover- 
fiours ihould- ufe their own liberty and Authority to 
{vefcribe to us what they Judged more Sutable to the 
General Rules of Scripture and more Conducible to 
the §reatends of Chriiuanity : The Separation ehfuing 
upon that Churches aflfeding an Ufurpation over us, 
could not be Schifmatical on our Part, who are not the 
Subjeds of the Biihop of Rome: but upon the Part of 
that Church it would be fo for Her exercifing an Au- 
thority, where She has no right fo to do. 

But the Cafe of the Diflenters is faf otherwife, who 
Separate from this National Church in which they 
w«^ Born and Baptized, and where they live. For 
by thus doing we uiy that they withdraw their Obe- 
dience from thdr Lawfiil ^Govemours ; from whom if 
they DiVfide, efpecially if they fet up a Communion 
diftinft from that of their Si^riors, and of the Coh- 
g^gations under them , t!iey are guilty of manifeft 
Schiiffl, unlefsthe Terms of Communion be Unlawful. 
For it is by no means fuffident to dear them Of this 
fault, that thofe things which fall within the Compa& of 
Church Authority are not well order'd; becaufe,although 
this were true, yet in thefethings their pradice is to be 
Determined by that Authority. For we think it ytry 
Evident that no Society can lie dmted^d maintaihed 
without this Prtndple, that a UiWful Authority is to 
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be Submitted unto and Obeyed by Inferiors in all La w^ 
^ul things, and that the mere Imprudence or Inexpedi^ 
ence ,of its Determinations, cannot abfolv^ diefti from, 
theif Obligation to comply therewith. , , : 

Now that it is a Lawful Authority upon which the- 
Conftitutions of this Natiotwil Church ftands, I think 
no Man can deny that will grant a National Church 
it felf tobe but a Lawful CpafUtutiom For there is 
the Concurrence both of Civil apd JEcclefiafticil Superi- 
ors to give them force* The Bijho^ and Prtshyters 
firft agreed upon the fame Rule and Order for Churdt 
Government and Worftiip,. which beiijg afterward ap- 
pifoved by the^ Lords and Commns ia iP^KliMfefff^^^ai. 
tlienmade a Law by the A7^g. fo^thatif*thei\>)n* 
federation of the particular Church^ of this Kingdom 
to govern themfelves and to ferve God in Religious 
Aflemblies, by the fame Rule^ and according to the 
fame Ternij^ can become the njatter. of. g? L{»v bbligirig 
ail Chriftiansamongft us to Conformity ;.here<is,nQ Aa^ 
thority wanting to induce fuch an Obligation.. 

And it' is. to be-Confkler'd* that every one who Se- 
parates from that Parochial Congregation where he lives, 
anc|[ betalffs; him^lfi,tQ» an; Qpi|po<ite Coipniu^ .had 
fetep^:gu^^ the Chuiichcs. 

of this Kingdom had not been Uwted' as they are info 
a National Fown ; bjjt: eachviJi^a/ with his Prtshyters 
had made Rulef for Religious .^^mblies Independently 
«po^ theyI^ff,v);:3ift,-i^M5 t;jbeffiiwlr Qp 'fwch^ Sepwation. 
is, ^einouidy Aggr^y ajt^ asijtht Cafe i ftands \ by itheft 
two Confideratipns. • : • - ; {H .:•• 
. X . That < thofe Orders oT' ImpoAtiofls upon < the ao 
coi^t wherec^, hie Separates itom the Pariih where: he 
hj^ 'me ou^ kff t}ak^Kmo!a, ad^icet^f thier BiAoi^s 
ji^ebrm rFloclc 49; jchis-JE^iogdoa) ; aad, tlu^ ^.>a Coni- 
49911 ^iil^!tpthi?{n.. Ail-: Whicjbi ineth^d was a moft 
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proper fflean^ to Umte theii^ partkotair Churdics ifior^ 
ctb^cme tbandfher,^tod to Edify and Sfreilgthea 
thin* Bj^ fuchXJnion. Tfatertfore thafl Separation wMch 
w^lrfdjliaveffcefen blatricafebdf ^it'felfj ' is fo much this 
Woffe as it tends to break fo pirofitable an UnioQ, and 
to expofe the Authority of fo many Church Gtover-* 
nours to Contempt, as contributed towards it by their 
Adviee and Gottfeht. \ ^ ^ V ^ ;^ ^ - ' -^ ^' 
« a. ^Thaf fihte? the RAlfes thus iagreed'fipon^re tfladc^ 
Laws alfo by the Soveraigri Power j fuch Schifm is 
aggravated farther by Difobedience to tht Lawful Com-* 
rtiandsdf the Qvil Authority und« which^we live, and 
to whith all partkrolar Churches in this Kingdom do^ 
owe X)bedieric& in att^LawftiHhiOg^^ Aod noXv I be-^^* 
lieve our Presbyterian Brethren will grant that upon 
thefe accounts there is a vaft difference between the 
Cafes of Separation from the Ghorch of £»g/^;ir«/ and 
from the Church of Bme ^ in point 6f Authority/ 

But then r muft confefe the Inde^p'tndents are likely 
enough to fay, that thefe Impofifions are as truly U- 
furpations upon particular Congregations, as if they had 
been Enforced upon this Kingdom by a. pretended Au- 
thority *fr orti- Rome. - Arid if ^ there weref no ' difference 
between faying and proving,' we niifiht' here; be at a 
cc«ifiderable lofs. However this muft be granted, that 
an Englifl? Bifhop may b^ve'good Authority to Govern 
his Diocefsj and a Preshyter his Parijh here in Etigland; 
and yet it may.be fcfoKlh and urijuft' in a Fvrreign Bi^ 
Jhop to claim any Authority over the one or the othen 
^rid I, hope they will not deny that the King has good 
Authority here, though the Pope has none ; nor that 
the taws of the Land concerning Religion and <5ods 
Worlhip, dobihdtheCkmfcienceSof tlie Kings Subjeia^s 
fomething more, than if they had Wanted the Authori- 
ty of the LegiflatiyePower at horne,and came to us from 
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abroad with flothiiig but the Seal of the Ei(herfflaft to 
recommend them ; i^e. that in this latter cafe Wemighc 
have refufed them as wanting Authority, but not fi> 
in the Former ; but that the matter of them being fup« 
ppf^d to be Lawful, they ought to be complied with* 
And whereas the Indej^endents fuptpofe the Independen- 
cy of their Congregations to be of Divine Right, both 
in Oppofition to Epifcopal Superiority, and to National 
Church-<jovemment, this we muft leave to the merits 
of the caufe between them and us. And I may as weU 
take it fc»r granted, that their pretended Right to Inde* 
pendency nas been as clearly argued of Novelty and 
Weaknefi, as the Popes pretended Right to Supremacy 
has be^n ; argued I fay of nwre Uoveltyy^ and almofl; ^ 
wuch iVeakneJs. 

But to (lep a little out of the way of my prefent 
bufinds ; I may appeal to all underuanding perfons, 
who cannot judge of the Learning uled on both fides ; 
whether thatNotion'of a Church or of Church-Communim 
is likely to be true, which makes it impoffible for the par- 
ticular Churches of a Chrififan Kingdom to be United un- 
der the Soverai^ Authority in the obfervation of the 
fame Rules advifed upon, and the fame Laws made for 
the benefit of them alL In the mean time I conclude 
this head with faying, that though the Pope has no 
Authority in this Kingdom, yet it follows not that every 
particular Congregation muft be Independent. And I 
challen^ any Man to take any one Arjgument ufed by 
any of our Church to prove the Independency of our 
Church upon the Biihop of /?(?»^,and make it hold to prove ^ 
the Independency of a Congregation^ either upon a National * 
or Epifcopal Cnurch if he can. Wherefore fuppofingthe 
Decrees oi the Biihop of Ron^ to be of no good Au^- 
thority amongft us.; and our own Laws in matters. £c- 
tle^afticatiok want no good Authority,, the conditions.of 

Conunu- 


J 


( « ) 


c;m Ik 


uott bciflg otherwife Lawful on both fides ; 
tjien the Separation enfufaig upqo our refii&l to fubmit 
to thofe Decrees^ would not be Schifmatical on our part j 
but the Separation of our Independents^ and all othere 
amonglt us refufing to Submit to thefe^Laws would be 
fo on their part. And thus much for the Diffcrence 
in point of Authority. 

X. We are to compaire the Cafes alfo with refpe£t 
to the Terms ff Cmmunien relating to matters of Faith 
and fVorJhijf. 

And in the firfl: place the DiJ^ters acknowredge that 
the Faith profefled in this Church is pure and intire^. 
• and that Ihe does not require the profeffion of any Do- 
ftrine in Order to her Communion , which a .good 
Chrijlian has reafon to fufped. And this makes a great 
difference between the Terms of Communion with, our 
Church, and the Terms thereof with the Church of 
Rome^ which requires the profeffion of Grofe and Pal- 
pable Errors, ot all whom Ihe admits to her Commu- 
nion* 

~ Rut the great offence is taken at our Forms ofDivine^ 
Servicey and the Ceremonies thereunto belonging. Arid 
the offended parties are of three forts. 

I. Thofe that do not diredly charge any of our 
practices in Worihip as Sinful, but fuppote fome of them 
to be Inexpedient and Vnedifying : And they that Se- 
parate upon this account muft admowlec^e this Dif- 
ference in the Cafe, that whereas we feparating from 
Romeiothok an Unlawful Communion for one that 
was Lawful ; they Separating from us forfake a Law- 
fid Communion for one that they believe to be bet- 
ter* And of thefe I Ihall take notice again in a-fitter 
place. . ' 

%. Another fort are the; wha pretend Jfoeaedung 
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^t»pre, that is, that they S^rupk iht J[J^WM 
things eiipoined,' an^^tfaiac thfiy ought not f3<y<3omii«ir^ 
riiiifS 'v^kh us fy IpAg' as( ibtj/ rtmiin :iioder thefe 
cfeSiritei ' Airf'^thefe-Med ilfo muft confefea^rcflitdifi 
ferchce between the reafoa upon which they Separate 
from us^and that for which we Separate from the Church 
o^Rome : Since we are ^4/? doubting in the cafe^apd^ij/lJ/rojC- 
ly affirm thofe conditions of Communion with ^the 
Gl«ir6h of TfS^we, • JwhiDh>^'cQpaplairi9fg5 tto.be jn th^m- 
leives Unlawful; Ani in Coflfequence herieof, they ihuflj 
not deny that there is a great difference alfo between 
thofegrewWj'Uponr.which^hQy Wl^^ wcvprciljead sigainft fhdi 
.Ci?i/;'r& th&Unkwfalriefe ef hpr ipif)p4tipns,aqd tW up- 
on which theyyj^fi^ the -lifc^ oimrs ^ jinpthat is,that tfc 
i?ww4^ Church is by us attacqued with clear and mqueflion" 
dhle evidence of Reafon and Scripture agjiinU her ; but that 
it remains doubtful whet;her there be aqy'^gppd evi- 
dence in Scripture agaioft iis ^ concernirig whidb fnore 
refill be faid under the next head,. In the mean tinje 
it does by no means follow,, that becaiife §epar^tion is 
Juji and Necejfary^ where fonie things are required to 
be done which we certainly knoi^ Qffdh^s forbidden ; 
therefore ijis faji and Necejfarj ^^IJiOwU^t^^^^^ 
are required, cons^rnin^.^hijch we do. 'ppt know but 
they may be Lawful.: 

^. The third fort are thi^y that pj;etend thefe Forms 
•of Wt>rfl?if^ ztui^Ceremomes^ which, the former either 
Scruple^ op }\idjgf^t0B\y,j[ff0fc^^ to , be, indeed .Sii^- 
fuly aiid to reader/ oijr Co|mniqiwbariot,QnlyJi^^^^^^ 
and lefs defirable^ huit plninlj- VnlamfuJ,. And I grant 
that thefeare the. Men who come up to the point j And 
Tff they could; twt^ jrtiak^ good what they fay , they 
''"Wwild Aew theiibi^par?ftio9 from our. Church to fcte 
grounded upon one General Reafon of our Separation 
ftom^the Church o£ Rome^ which. would- fufficiently 
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dear u$ from the ItnputatJDn dlSchifnh, if no difef^ icja- 
fou wbr^tD bp given. j.Mtiii l?eUeve €iv vftpy j«ride ^f- 
ferienpfi of ^he caferkill^pear 'w^t^; W;^i?owe 

us faidip be Unlawful, in theGomtnuniofl of %hQ Rv- 
man ChurcUj and thof^ wUiclj/by th^ Diffejiters ^re. 
^d.to. he.UnlawfiUfirl e?w5. /f^ndr ::?^ ...,i ;? . // 

x, ;2% w^y; affd means '\f)/i v/hipfi We pretend tp^re^r 
/^(?/^ t, ; and fhaf by which ' they .pretend to^pr^e fJ^^e 
Unlawful. 

I. Let us Confidcr ,the partici^ars themfelyes. The 
pifentm dQ wi^h; us .Q^ndfininii/^ ^IJal^wful, Ptayfrs 
in af^ imkn(^n ^Tongue j the ji^fratkn o^ t^& fiofl^ i/WAf^ 
\ flipping the, Crdfsy aod tihe • likg P^jiftices of the Rp^m 
Churxrh in Her Fgrms of Wor ftiip»; frpm .which tjipy 
acknowledge ftlfo that we have Puifge^ oMr Comrpuniqni 
But they f^y W« I^ftyje retailed othefrPr^^iceg fprp^tj^irf^ 



the Sim of the Crofs y {^mdTloffle of them add-, /i)f 

TubUcK ufe of Forms, of Prayer. Now all that I de/ign 

. U]ider thiis head int G^lW^ing <^(^ < fp^^f^ ^^.d the l^er 

. partieukrs. rqg€thepy.i^,t^ ^JewiiRbat'^ Ue^CuIi^^ 

. of the fornneii bei,rj^f«ppofed|^ the'iJ'|ilawf»ln#'6f.t})e 

latter cannot bg^from; therjce ipfe?r'dj5 And. that tqr 

this plain ReaW, becaufe the Queftions concerning the 

\,90e,ftiid ctile Q|h®ifei4^fe perfe^idiftifi^ .fri^n^ppe ano- 

-^ei^h ^M^S^jW^W>^r^R^% ljaT^nq4fitfe«r4y 

. tem^aj iS^^ji, ih^ifiot iMiad^ Jkki,(4t»tl>pi^iii3r^hich 

. P^t iBjfi^<^^,§xe!?dfe ip >fi;»gA«f^:fr(>^ |jeingJLawftil.and 

Good: $^; tft. pray in an: ttfifufow;^ l^ot^m .ciay be «^ 

.gf^tt«pft,;aUy notftiJf he/lvWffftltfeuj:!PiW^afele,. and 

■■' iQ( 
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ifl fiioft Gaies fleeef&ry. The Adoration of the Hojl 
tuy be an IdoUtnms Pradife ; yet to Kned in tbe 
Aft of receiving die Euchari^y where fuch A(k>ration 
is difclauned, iteul be no fuch Pra6tife. We may Sign 
the Baptized In&ntwith the Sign of the Crols ; and 
yet not IVorfhip that ^n : we may do the former m 
token of the Obligation which Baptifm layeth upon us : 
without Attributing any of that Virtue or Efficacy 
thereunto, which makes the Popifh ufe of it Foolmi 
and Superftitious. What Praftice is there in the Ra^ 
man Church which we as Unlawful have abandoned, 
irom whence the Unlawfulhefs of Wearing a Surplice^ 
or feeing it worn, can with any Colour of Reafon be 
drawn ? In a word, what Erroneom Do^rine in the 
Church of Rame^ or Unlawftrf Praftice confe&d by 
the Diflenters to be by us i^ejeded, can be aflign'd, 
fi?om which the Unlawfulnefsl of any of thofe things 
excepted againft in our Liturgy cefn be inferred ? Let 
them take any one Argument ufed by us to prove 
fuch W fuch a particular Condition of Communion Un- 
lawful which that Church requires, and by that Ar- 
gument piove fome Condition Unlawful in ours , if 
they can. But perhaps they will lay, That if they 
can prove thisby other Ai^uments, the Cafe in general 
will flill be the fame. This I confels and therefore I 
|>roceed to the fecond Point which was, 

« 

•X, To ihew the Difference between the way and 
means -h ns ufed to pr&ve thofe Condi¥io(is of the /lo- 
man Communion t/nlawfid^ which we except ag;ainft ; 
and the manner of arguing ufed by the Di£enters againil us. 
Now pur way is plain and direft ; for we prove thofe 
particdiars tn the Romdk Worlhip Unlawfidi wisoi^ we 
Condemn, b^ tlM Arj^fimeht dii^ forbiddea 

ih Gods Word, and this we prove by thofe expri^ aad 

par. 
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particular places o^Hely Serif ture to which they arc 
repugnant* And if we fail not of produqng fuch 
.Teftimonies ag^unft the Cdrruptions of that Churchy 
we have fche Advantage againft the Pafifls. And if the 
Di£enterschBX%eanyCi>nditi(m of our Communion with ^ 
Repugnancy to Gods Law \ and can as clearly ftiew 
where he nath forbidden it, they have the like Ad- 
vantage ajgainft :us. 

. Now indeed they fay that the thi^slmpofed upon 
them, however we efteem them but Jndtfferevt^ are by 
thenifelves Judged Unlawful. Thus the forementi9ned 
Author faith Could they [ Dijfenters ] hut look upon the Cafe on be- 
JForms and Rites of our Worihip under that Notion ^^^^^^^^ 
C of things Indifferent ] pojffiiily their ,Contefl would nei^ 
ther be gjreat nor long. I do not like thde words, for 
that which may l^ may not be ; and pojjiblv the 
Conteft would be great and long^ though they mould 
look upon thefc thmgs as Indifferent. However he 
faies, that we fuppofe thofe things indifferent which they P. 3, 
cannot but Judge Vnlawful^ as they have often told 
their Brethren. But how do they prove them Unlaw- 
ful ? Do they ftiew where God hath forbidden them ? 
As we,for. Inftance, produce th^ fecond Commandment to 
tihew that in that Commandment God hath forbidden 
he Worjhip (f Images^ fo do they ; or can;they produce 
any fuch Teftimony of Scripture againft Kneelingy^htn 
we receive the Eucharifl > And as we alledge, i Cor. 
againft praying in an unknown Tongue ; can they fliew 
i^^ any Text in* all the Bible againtt praying by a Form 
\ef Words i No ; 'this is not .\yh*t they pretend to do. 
But then we are apt to Conclude, that if thefe things 
be not forbidden, that they are at leaft Indifferent^ and 
therefore Lawful. And which is fomething more, we 
Jiftve their leave alfo thus to Conclude , feeing there p. 3. 
is none of them but flgjr^sth with us in our Notion of In- 
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different thif^s viz.' that they are fuch things at ly the 
Divine Lar» are neither enjcyned nor forbidden i Things 
undetermined hy the Law of God in Nature or Scripture^ 

How then do they prove rthofe tiuiigs UAlawfiil to 
ft be done in Gods Worfliip, which Goa hath not for- 
bidden either in the Law of Nature '^r Scripture > To 
make fliort Work of it : Thofe particukrs in our Com- 
munion which they except againft, are Unlawful, be- 
caufe they are not necef&ry to Worfhip, nor Com- 
manded by any exprefs Law of God. Which is as 
much as to fay, that though they are Indifferent be- 
caule they are neither enjoyned nor forbidden by the Law 
if God in Nature or Scripture ; yet th^ are not Indiffe^ 
rent^ and that becaufe they are not enjoyned. So that 
whilft our Brethren allow the Determination of In- 
different things to Authority , they take away with 
one hand, what they give with tne other. For ac- 
cording to their Principles there is nothing left for Au« 
thbrity to Determin, as to the ordering of Gods Pub- 
lick Worlhip. For one would think tnat the matter 
of fuch Determination fhould be thofe things, which 
God hath left to our Liberty. But you are roiflaken 
if you think fo ; fmce for this very Reafon that they 
are left at Liberty^ it is Unlawful for one Man be his 
Authority what it will, fo long as it is but Human Au- 
thority, to Determin in them for another ; and it & 
Unlawful for this other Man to Submit to his Deter- 
mination. For we are told that the Ught of Nature 
direSeth us to ufe the inofl CeuvenieHt Circumflances for 
the Worfhip of God^ and the Law if 'Nature ivill enforce 
Mei^ in doing AHions , to ufe Time and Place. For ^- 
ther things J fuch as the Poftures of Prayer^ or Words 
ufed in Prayer , the Holy Scripiure is every where as 
fufficient to us as the Law of Moles was to the Jew% 
which Commanded as to the JPaflbver the offering a Lamb 
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or A Kid^ and left it (0 the Difcretm and Convenientj 
tfthe^ Offfnr to DetctmmM>bich-''^''''^. S4 for Standing, 
Sittfing^/^r :XVfi^9ig\iit Prayer, 6odr indeed ^tk l^t- 
the an» or the Mher^f^ them to us not, Determined, leaving 
it to pur Choice or Cm^feniewy which to ufe^vohofometimes Otfe. 
cann&t $^e Standing, another time cannot ufe Kneeling^^* ^^' ^^' 
He hath Commanded us to fxay.'^ and that with onr Voice, 
as well as our Hearts i But that ke hath nof ,told us 
what Words we fhouid ^ilwa^fg ufe r-rr-^^t God batk therefore 
left us ft Liherty what Words to ufe, as he kft the Jews 
at Liitrfy ^>hether to 0er d Lamb ior a Kid ■ ■ ■ And 
Mo&^ might}iy the fame] Authpri^ ha've tied up^ all, the 
Jews to Offer none but Kids^ or none butJLmhy as Su^ 
feriors can tye ^f Inferhm^s to ufe none hnt Jkoh w fuch 
Wor^s in Prayer. And the Jews might every whit as 
Lawfully havejQieyed Males in fuch a Connnand, as we 
can Obey ^ Superiors ip fuch a' Cafe. That is, it had . 
been Vnlanfuliti the Jews to have 'Obeyed Mcfcs^ in fuch a 
Cafe, and Jt would be Vnlawfulm the Dif^ters, and 
it is Unlawful in us to Obey our Superiors in any of 
their Determinations Concerning things in Gods fVbr" 
fhip which God hath Irft at Liberty. 

How this Authpr hath pudiied his ■Kr^moit, is 
qot my bufinefs to Confider^ It is fufficieat for tny 
defign to ibew the vaft dii^reoiee between th^ grounds 
upon which we charge the Church of Rome with re-^ 
^ring lJnl£^ful Term$. oiF Communion with; her: in 
^ Wor^P). al)d;^3b^ nfmvohichthR (ame^ult is^im- 
put»dt9t&Cbuf<^<1)|ir^)i^/Wby^^ we 

prove our charge^ by fliewmg, ttiat God hath forbidden 
what that Church i^ires to be done: They prove 
theirs ftg^ttnft(iisiby fl»w|ng that 6^ Jp^/iE^ left thofe 
things ii/tZi^/fO^ which «|« required in this Church. 
fTi? Ihcw that lihe. Church :af Rome injoyns Praftices 
that are Vnlawful for any Man to Determin himfelf to : 
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They fhew that this Church enjoynsPraftices which arc 
■^ not Vnlanful for a Man to choofe for himfelf; but for Au- 

"^.^ * thority to choofe for him. The things they except a* 

gainft in our Communion are in themfelves Ind^renty 
and they cannot make them Unlawfiil otherwife then 
by fetching a Compafs about^nd pretending that they 
are then Unlawfol to be done, when our Superiors re- 
quire us to do them. 

And now I may leave it to the Judgment of al^ 
Men that canConfidera Cafe without great Prejadice, 
whether there beReafon to forfake theChurch ofEttgland 
upon the account of Unlawful Terms of Communion 
pretended to be in her Worfhip ; as Well as Upon the 
fame account to leave the CcMnmunion of the Church 
of Rome ; that is, whether a thing may become Unlaw- 
ful in- Gods Worftiip for not being Commanded by God, 
and for being enjoyned by Man j becaufe every thing 
that God hath' forbidden is neither lawful to be Com- 
manded by Man j nor to be dohe,though it btf To Com- 
manded.! know not whether fome of our Brothers party^ 
may hot think that he hath given us too much Advantage 
by reducing the Queftion to this State. But I think 
it is nor i^if Weaknefs but rfie Weakriefs of his'daufe 
that hai led him to it.- For they are not aBle to prove 
the Unlawfiilneis of the prefent Impofitibns in Order 
to Communion, Jbut upon fuch Principles as thefe are. 
A3Cidt:t niay appeal i4o^ Mankind Concerning the Dr^ 
fertHce */f:therC4feibd:weenthffn againft U3, and' «i* a- 
gainft theiChurcH Dl?/?^>»e? in%is nittter- p that theRea- 
fon of oui Separation from j?pfe^ will nof juftify their 
Separation from us, nor that the Reafon upon -which 
we thallenge them of S^h0f^ can fly in our own Faces, 
when ! the Cbtn'ih of: Rome ;dialliengeth ps of the feme 
Grime.:'] But IfhaH. fay no tROte of this Point at pre- 
^ • . ' ". -'' •■'/. -^ '•' '" .' 'fent. 


pitfent, becauie I fbrefee Occafion of refumiflg it pre- 
tently in another place. 

But tins Author oflereth another Rea.ron alio of the 
Vnlawfdlnefs of thofe things that are required , and 
that becadfe they have beien and ftill are ufed m /- 
dolatrous Services^ and are not of them/elves neceffary to 
be uied by us. I think I may venture to fay that this 
Reafon has been fufficiently expofed. Butmybuiinefs 
is to . note the Difference of the C^e - • We Separate 
from Rortiej becaufe otherwife we muft Communicate 
with her in her Idolatry^ which, is necejfary not to he done : 
The Diffenters Separate from us, becaufe otherwife 
they muft do fome thipgs not necejfary to he done^ which 
have been and ftill are done by Idolaters. , 

Again'the Diilenters/as he fays Scruple Kneeling in 
the A£l of Receiving the Comwuniony hecaufe there is an 
Ohjeilum Motivum^ as he calls it, hefore their eyes. I 
think he means becauie the Elements are Woi-ihipped by 
the Papifis^ who iky they believe them to be no longer 
Elements, but God himielf. And to Kneel therefore 
when we take thefe into our hands, is to give fome oc- 
caiicm to others to think that we Worftiip the Elements ; 
and therefore the Diflenters Quefiion the Lawfulnefs (f 
an Adoration of God under thefe Circnm^ances. I am glad 
if it be but Quefiion and Scruple^ though I am forry 'tis I 

fo much* But whether they only Scruple Kneeling up- | 

on this account, or more than Scruple it, for this Gen- 
tleman does not always fpeak fo diftindly as I could 
wiih : There is however this difference in the Cafe ; 
that whereas one principal Reafon why wc Separate 
from the Papifls^ is becaufe we dare not Worihip Bread,, 
which without all Quefiion is Idolatry ; one rcaion why 
the Diilexiters Separate from, us, is becaufe we who 
iiaye fo loiidly .-declared againft ^that Idolatry,^ dp Wor- 
iihip (not the Brwi, which we believe to retain ^ts 
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own Nature, but ) God only, as they thmfehes cm^ 

fefs.y when we partake 6f that Bread* 

, And here f may be content to letthemaittef.r^ 

whether we coraider thQ Partsatiars (^etended to be 

Unlawful in both CoAfnimions ; or the wuiy taken by 

us to prove thofe Unlawful which the Church of Rmiw 

woiiW impofe upon us, and that way which the Difi 

ffffters ufe to nuike out the like charge ag^dthe Church 

of Emland^ the difference is fo great, that the charge 

bf 5c%w which, upon this ^count, w«. of Terms ef 

Communion in Worjhif^ we bring againft the Dj^nters 

for Separating from us, cannot with Reafon and Modefty 

be returned upon our felves for S^ratii!^ from the 

church oi Rome. :ij,. . 

I have now compared the twoXafes with Refped 
to Authority and Terms of Communion. But before I pro- 
ceed to combare them with refpeft to the Plea ofCm- 
fcience ; I fhail endeavour to reprefent fome other Dtf. 
ferehce^ of the Cafe that are plainly confequent upon 
bne or both of thofe Differences which we have alrtady 
confidered. And they are thefe three ; 

I. The Difference of the Cafe, with refpcft to Se- 
paration for greater purity efWorfhip and Ordinances. 

a. The Differeftce with reipeft to that Cdmm 

K^^iowtvhojhaffie the Judge ^ 

3* The Difference of the principles upon which ei- 
ther fide Separates, as to their tendency either to main- 
' tain^ or to overthrow one Communion amonffi Chrtflians. 

^ I. With reiped to Sep«atlon, ftw greater purity cS 
Worfiup and Ordinances. The Didenters fay, tMt if 
'for greater purity En^and Sepatated fram Rome, others 
alfi may for ^atir pHtity Separate from Bn^^d. And 
becaufe I percdi^e tfi& €oiifeqMnce is inTifbra upcni, not 
c»nly by well meaning PWple, Ux by fame f hat would 
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notljc thought the meaoeft of the party, I ihali ex- 
amin it «s throu^y as I ^can ; hoping to g^in the 
Headers Pardon, if I repe^ fpme things »at I^ve been 
already Difcourfed ; but whidi are neceflary to be 
obferved in order to a right underitapding of this 
Hiatten 

Th? ground I Ihall proceed upon in Difcourfing of 
this Confecluence, is that we and the Diflenters do not 
underiladd the fame thing by greater purity. By the 
ImfHrity'Ot Corruption of the Raman Communion which 
is the principal Reafon of our departing from it, we 
underiland the Sinfulnefs thereof; and iby Separating 
fr<m that Church for greater purity we therefore mean 
ibr&king her Communion that we might not partake 
in her Sins ; wWch otherwife we could not avoid. To 
make good this charge, that her Communion was and 
ftill is Corrupted in this Senfe, we have but that one plain 
way ah'eady declared. We fliew that there are ieveral 
DolStrines which flie Profejfeth ; fevcral Things in her 
Worihip which Ihe fraUifeth^ that are pdainly contrary 
to the Truth which God hath revealed and to the 
Laws which he hath delivered to us : And that thofe 
Errors and thefe Prances ai;e not of a flight Nature^ 
but that they grate upon the Very Foundations oichri/ii^ 
anity: And moreover,that {heexaHeth the profejfion of the 
one, zvid. the doing oi the other from all her Members. 
So that when we fay, that we Separate from that 
Church for greater purity^ weniean that there are feveral 
In^purey or j(S'«^yi/ conditions of Communion required 
in that Church, with which, as ihe has Ordered the 
niatter, we muft pollute our felves, and of which we 
our felves muft be guilty, if we Communicate with her 
at all : An^^ therefore if was necef^> for us to depart 
firoiti her, becaufe it is mod necef&ry not to deny the 
Truths or break the Laws of God. Therefore afib by 
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faying that we Separated for greater purity, we fliedii 
not that we have foifafcefi iut fame Corm^iaoiis (mly of 
thQ ttman Worlhip, as if bur GdntoHtoiori were bow 
indeed puirer then theirs though not fo ftite as it dught 
to be. This is not our meaning : For we contend & 
this Church hath putted away all thofe PraSices^ and 
ttboliflit all thofe Rules relating to Gods Worfliip, which 
'fife contrary to his Word ; and by Confequence that 
there is no Impurity left in the conditions or our Com- 
munion^j fo that any Man whofe Confcience is right- 
ly informed may (Communicate with us without Sin. 
Wherefore this comparative expreffion of Separatii 
for greater turity from the Roman Church, tefpeftetl_ 
the State ot that Church, fuppofmg indeed that aM the 
conditions of that Churches-Communion were not im- 
pure, but withal implying x\izx.fome of them, and thofe 
truly not afew^ were fo j And therefore that her Com- 
munion was not pure enough for any Chriflian to join 
in it with a good Confcience. Thus I have fhewn 
what we underftand by Separating for greater purity, 
and how we maintain this Plea in Anfwer to the Church 

of Rome. 

Now therefore although the Dipntersuk the fame 
Plea m Words, in Anfwer to us, yet if they do not un- 
derftand the feme thing by it that we do, norattenipt 
to fnake it out by flicwing wherein our Communion 
is Corrupted with fuch conditions as oHige the Mem- 
bers of this Church to do what God hath forbidden, 
or to negleft what he hath Commanded them to do, 
or tocontradift what he hath revealed ; This Plea I lay 
if it be not made out by fuch particulars as thefe, is 
hy them weakly brought to juftify their Separation 
from lis , by our example in Separating from Rome. 
And though the general pretence may ferve to delude 
Injudicious People, who have not learnt to diftinguifh 
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between Reafons and Colours j yet it will neither ac- 
quit them brfore God, nor in the Judgment of Wife 
Men who can eafily difcern and will Impartially con- 
fider the Difference of the Cafe. It is indeed a plaufi- 
ble Colour for their Separation from us, that we Sepa- 
rated from -Rome for greater purity ; and hut- 2, Colour 
unlefs they could ftiew wherein our Communion is Im^ 
purCy or which is all one, what are thofe conditions 
thereof which be Sinful or Repugnant to the Laws of 
God. , ^ 

But what is it that they mean by this greater purity 
of Worjhip for which they Separate ? Wherein doth this 
purity confift ? Let Reafonable Men Judge. *Ex temporary 
- Prayers are more pure than Forms of Prayer : To Re- 
xeive the Communion Sitting or Standing Is more pure 
than to Receive it Kneeling. To omit the Sign of the 
Ctbfs after Baptifm^ is more pure than to ufe it. And 
the Miniflers Praying in a Coat or a Cloak^ is more pure 
then to Pray in a Surplice. But till they can fhew that 
our way in any of thefe inftances is forbidden by God, 
either they cannot juftly pretend that it is Impure j or at 
lead they muft confefs that they mean by Impurity ^{om^- 
thing elfe when they charge it upon us, than What we 
mean by it, when we charge it upon the Communion 
of the Romffi) Church, and therefore that they do mot 
ufe the fame Plea agaiilft us, that we produce againft 
that. For with us Impurity is Sin^ and an Impure Com- 
munion is a Communion in which we cannot Communis 
€ate without Sin^ i. e. without tranfgrefTing the Law of 
God. But as far as I can fee. Impurity with them muft 
go for fomething elfe, that is, either fordoing things 
that God hath not forbidden, or for the omitting of 
things that he teith not Commanded. And if the Church 
hath Power -in Indifferent things; and that be pure^ 
againft which there is no Law ; their pretence of Sepa- 
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rating for greater purity is altegetlier groundlefs, un- 
iefs they can prove that they cannot ha\)'e Communi- 
on with us, without neglefting to do what God Com- 
mands, or doing, what he forbids.. 

Therefore the former difcourfe concerning* Terms of 
Communion fliews that there is a vaft difference between^ 
this Plea as it is ufed by us, and as it is ufed by the Sepa-- 
ratifts agjainft us. For we do not Separate from the 
Communion of the Reman Church upon this principle ; 
that the Church hath no\ Power to make Orders for the 
Worfhip of God in matters that arel^ to aur Liberty^ or 
to prefer the Rites and Ceremonies that are not contrary to 
Gods Word. But upon. this principle as far as we can 
J\idge, do the Dijfenters Separate from us j and the main 
controverfie we have with them is, whether ;t be 
within the compafs of Human Authority to prefcribe in 
things of this fort ; and confequently whether it be 
part of the Duty of Chrijiians to fubmit unto^ and in 
their Praftice to comply with fuch prefcriptions. /Iliey 
will not deny , that we ftiew the Church of Rome 
where the Scripture forbids what that Church requires, " 
and tlus, through all thofe inftances of their Corruptfon 
ia Worlhip, for which we pretend it neceflary for us 
to depart from her Communion. Now if the Difleri- 
ters can ftiew the like of any condition in our Com- 
munion I promife to recant alfr that I havefaid in be- 
half of the Church of England^ under this head of the 
purity of her Communion^ and inftead of Vindicating my 
Defence of our Church aS to this particular, to depart 
front her Communion in that thing, whatever may 
come of it, from this time forwards* And I truft that 
through the Grace of God lihould not for the fake of 
any Worldly Intereft, either refift the Evidence of any 
d»r Argument tending to my conviftion/ or aft in 
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cpntradi£tion to a convinced confcience and judgmenf, 
in a matter of this high nature. 

But to deal plainly, the Diffenters feem to be very 
fenfible of the uneafinefs of this task, that is, of pro- 
ceeding in* the fame method to convince us of Vnlaw- 
ful Terms of Communion, which we ufe againll the 
Church of Rome. They go another way to work, and 
it would make an Indifferent Man fufpe*^: their caufe^ 
to fee what fliifts they ufe to make good their pretence. 
They demand of us where Scripture Commands^ or \xihat 
need there is of thofe things, which our Church re- 
quires. They pretend that the Liberty of Chriftians 
does in great part confifl: in this, that they ought not 
by Man to be determined to any pradice in Gods Worfliip^ 
to which God, or the Nature of the thing has not de- 
termined them. They fay, that the appointment of 
Significant Rites and Ceremonies is a derogation from the 
Royalty of Chrifl^ and the fufficiency of the Scriptures. 
And to give fome countenance to thefe pretences they 
would perfwade us that the Scripture it felf intimates 
fom.e fuch thing, as if nothing were to be done in Gods^ 
Worfliip but what is by God himfelf Commanded , 
excepting always thofe circumftances neceflary to aiTi- 
on , the choice whereof mufl yet be left to every 
Man, and, as we are now taught, Authority muft not 
{o much as meddle with them. To this purpofc we 
are told of the Pattern in the Mount ^ of Strange Fire 
that was not Commanded ^ and of the UnlawfuYnefs of 
adding tOy or diminifhing from the JLaw of Mofes : As if 
thefe places of Scripture made all impofitions concerning 
the Order of Divine Worship, as Unlawful, as the ex- 
prefs Word of God fliews fo many' particular praftices 
of the Roman Church in her Worfhip to be. But leaving 
thefe attempts of theirs to be examined in the more par- 
tkular Controverfies : Who fees not what a wide dif- 
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ference there is in the particular management and appli- 
. cation of this general Propofition, that we muft not 
Communicate with any Church in Impurity^ between 
the Church of England again (l the PauiJtSy and between 
the Dijfenters againft the Church of England > For we 
are fecure againll all juft accu&tion from the Church of 
Rome if this one Propofitipn be true, That it is mt in 
the Power of My Church to difpenje with the Laws of Gody 
or to ahfolve us from our Obligation to keep them. But the 
Dijfenters cannot avoid the Juftice of our charge againft 
them, unlefs this propofition be true alfo , That the 
Church hath no Authority in things of an Indifferent Na^. 
ture^ to prefcrihe fuch in Divine Service^ as fhall he 
thought mofi agreeable to the general Rules of Reafon and 
Scripture^ and mofi Sutahle to the great ends of Chrflianij^ 
tjl Now if what we fay in thefe things will hang well 
together, that is, if the former Propofition be true, and 
if the Truth thereof, Ihall not hinder the latter frorrf'^ 
being falfe j then with very good Reafon may we pre- 
tend that it was neceflary for us to Separate from Rome 
for greater purity y or for the avoiding of Sin ; But the 
DKfenters will have no juft ground from our example 
to pretend the fame, in their Separation from tlie 
Church of England. 

And, I thinKjthe Difference is plainly enough confefs'd 
by thofe of the Separation that hold occafional Commu- 
ftion with our Church to be Lawful, that is who think 
it Lawful to -Communicate actually with us upon oc- 
cafion, though they are all the while Members of Se- 
parate Churches. For if our CcMnnayunion is pol- 
luted with Sinful conditions, how conies it to pais that 
this occafional Comnmnion as they call it, fhould be more 
Lawful then Confiant CcMnmunion ? Unlefs they will 
fey it is Lawfiil fimetimes to break Gods Coramanc^ 
iwnts^ but i;k)C lawful to do it ordinmly^ But I koov^ 
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they will not fay fo. And therefore when they fay 
that they cannot without Sin become Members of our 
Churches, though without Sin they canfometimcs join 
in our PubUck VVorfliip • they feem to fuppofe that the 
way of Worlhip in the Separate meetings, is more per- . 
fed: than ours in refpeft of thofe things which do not 
fall under any particular Law of God , but may be 
ordered better or wbrfe, as Men are more or lefs prudent, 
.or as they take greater or lefs heed to the general Rules 
of Reafon and Scripture concerning things Indifferent. 
And withal that there is fo much more gravity, De- 
cency, Simplicity and Tendency to Edification in the 
outward mode of their Worlhip, that it would be a 
Sin to let it fell, or in pra£tife to prefer ours before it. 
Birt by this I think any body may fee what a Difference 
there is between what we, and thefe Men mean by the 
lame pretence of refufing to Communicate^ where it can^ 
mt he done without Sin. For our meaning is,, that there 
are fuch conditions of Communion in the Church of- 
Rome ythsx as the Cafe ftarids, it would be a Wickednefs to 
Communicate with her at any time. But they mean 
no fuch thing againft us, fmce without Scruple they 
can fometimes Communicate with us ; only they fup- 
pofe they have fet up a more perfeft Communion ; 
and they do not forfake our Communioa as Unlawful 
in it felf, but they think it their Duty to prefer a bet- 
ter before it. So that in this pretence for Separation, 
thefe Men do not underftand purity in oppofition to 
Sin^ or breaking any of Gods Commandments ; but 
furity in oppofition to a lefs Convenient or Prudent or- 
dering of the outward mode of Worftiip, That is , 
they do not underftand the fame thing by Separating 
iirom the Communion of a Church for greater purity, 
that we underftand by it : Nor can they urge that pre* 
tence for Separatioa tromi us, as we do ui^e it againft 
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the Church of Rome : And confequently our Reafon of 
Separating from that Church for greater ^ purity ,, does 
not hold to juftify their Separation from us. 

Upon confideration of the whole matter I hope the 
Papijh will find no Protejfa^tt of our Church eafy and 
filly enough to be deluded by fuch Superficial Colours 
as thefe are. " You fee, fay they, what isbecome of 
'' leaving the Communion of the Church for greater 
" purity. The Troteflants at fir ft forfook the Catholick^ 
"-' i. e. Romin Church for greater purity. . And do Dot 
" the Preshyterians for fake the Church, of England for 
"greater purity? And fo do the Independents fet up 
'^ their Congregations for greater purity. And the Arra- 
^' haptifts for the fame reafon depart from them : And 
*^ the Quakers from them All : And there is no end * 
" of breaking Communion upon fuch pretences as thefe 
" are ; which are as good againft your felves, as they 
" are againft us : And therefore you may choofe whc^ 
^^ ther you will return to the Church from which you 
" firft brake away under pretence of Reformation , or 
" whether you will follow your Principle till you are 
" Refined into Quakers^ or it may be into a more ab- 
" furd and mad fort of People than the Quakers them- 
*' felves are. 

it is a lamentable tiling to fee Men of Common un- 
derftanding couzened by fuch Palpable Fallacies as thefe 
are ; though it is not to be wondred at, that the A- 
gents of the Roman Church maketh^befl: ufe of them, 
mey can ; fmce a Foul Caufe muft tns beholden to fuch 
' Artifices as thefe , to blanch it over. 
' But I pray might there not he fuch Corruptions my our 
Church, that we with good Reafon might pretend it 
neceflary to forfake your Comm'uni6n for one thai ii^as 
purer ; ind yet ttere may be none in ^«r j to gtVe ahy 
Man y^y? Gaufeto leave us upon that pretence^? Is 5t 
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impomble that it fliouId<:ver be juft and neccflary to 
depart from the Communion of a Church upon the ac- 
count of her Corruptions , becaufe e\f ery Man that 
has a mouth, and can fpeak, may fay if he plea fe, that 
he Separates for greater purity, though there be no 
reafonable Caufeto fay fo ? Or does it tollow that be- 
caufe our Diffetfters are wifiaken in Believing that We 
have given them fufficient caufe to deal by us, as we 
have done by you, that \^^ to forfake our Communion 
for ^ eater purity^ as we have {ot^dktn yours upon the 
fame account ; that therefore we alfo muft needs pro- 
ceed upon miftakes in fo doing ? What if fome of thenv 
are Erroneoufly perfwaded that they ought not to fub- 
mit to Human Orders in the performance of Gods Wor- 
ship y if there be tio particular Warrant in Gods Word 
for them j may not we for aU this be fure that your 
Church requireth Men to do things which Godiiatlk 
particularly foflidden \ And if we be lure of this upon 
the plain Grounds of Reafon and Scripture j. fliould 
we be afraid to rejed your Communion in thefe things, 
becaufe another fort of Men are fo unreafonably wihtil 
as to rejeft our Communion for the fake of things that 
are nothing like to thefe ? 

What if they conceiving thatwir. Formsof Fray er art 
not fo Edifying^ that our Rites and Ceremonies are not fr 
expedient^ but rather Vnlavoful as being Human Inven-^ 
tions J what, I fay, if they lay fo great a flrefs upon 
thefe things as to fet up a Cbmmunion ^ which they 
Fancy to be more refined and unexceptionable } May 
they not be /(? Uame in all this^ and yet the Church, 
of England not he liable to blames, but worthy of com- 
mendation fpr departing fronv you in your Latin Ser^ 
Wf , your half Communion^ your Praying to Dead Men and 
Women^ your giving Divine Honors to a Wafer ^nd your 
Pther Grqfs Superflitions and Idolatries ? 

Although. 


Although our Church had not ordered her publick 
Worfhip lo difcreetly and carefully, but that in fundry 
things it might be reformed to good purpofe ; it mighc 
yet by no means be neteflary tor any of her Members 
to forfake her Communion ; but it would on the other 
hand be their great fault fo to do, fo long as (he holds 
forth all the neceflary means of Salvation and requires 
nothing to be profefled, or to be done that is contrary 
to Gods Word. But yet it would be neceflary to re- 
nounce the profeflion of your Impious Errors, and to 
forfake you in all things wherein your felves have de- 
parted from the plain Truths of Reafon and Chriftianityy 
and contradicted the plain Word and Laws of God, 

Though it may happen that a Man may do fo Fgolifh^ 

ly^ as to run himfelf upon great inconvenience in forfak- 

ing his Habitation, becaule there is fome petty^ Difeafe 

reigning thereabouts, which is known to endanger no 

Mans Life ; yet it may be Wii^ely done by another 

Man to run his Country when the fla^ is raging in. 

every corner of it, efpecially if he could know that it 

were impoflible for him to efcape, if he fhould tarry 

there any longer : And yet, I fuppofe, you will not 

deny but the one as well as the other may pretend that 

he left his dwelling for the fake of letter healthy and 

more fafety : But I hope you will grant that the later 

pretends this like a Wife-Man^ though the other does 

it like a FooL The cafe we are upon is much what the 

fame. From you it was neceflary to depart for the 

lake of greater purity j but fo it is not neceflary for 

you or others to depart from us ; and yet others may 

take the iame Plea into their mouths tgainft us, and 

we may not ly- able tq help it j though we can well 

Ihew, that they have no good reafon for it. 

And thus much for the Difference of the Cafe witfat 
J'efpedt to Separation for greater purity, 
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2* X proce^ iiext to confider the Difference with 
refpeft to that common Queftion, Who (hall he the 

The ChurS of Rme arrogating to her felf an hfalli^ 
lility in determining all Queftions of Faith, tloth in 
puriuance of this claim deny private pcrfons the Liber- 
ty of examining her Definitions by tlie Holy Scriptures ; 
and requireth them to acquiefce therein without nlore 
ado, as there is great reafon they Ihould, if indeed they 
have reafon to believe her Infallible, The Churcj? of 
England pretendeth not to Infallibility j But we fay 
that ftie is not deceived in thofe points which (he pro- 
pounds to be believed as neceflary to Salvation, nor \x\ 
'rejeding thofe other Articles which the Roman Church 
propounds under that notion : And agreeably to this 
pretence flie hath Tranflated the Holy Scriptures into 
plain- Englijh , which are the beft means whereby td 
Judge^ if what flie fays be not true ; ihe not only ^Z- 
loweth the People to Read them, but exhorteth and re^ 
quireth them fo to do, and caufeth them to be Puhlick- 
Jy Read to the People in all Religious Affemllies. By 
this means (he traineth up her Members to an Abili- 
ty of Judging, according to their feveral Opacities ; 
not only concerning All that fee teaches them to be- 
lieve, but alfo concerning All that ihe teaches them to 
do as their Duty to God or Man ; fo that (he does not 
bring them Up, as the Church oi Rome Educates her 
Children to an Implicit Faith^ and ^ mind Obedience. 

But yet the Superiors of our Church do challenge a 
Right to Judge in fome things for the People commit- 
ed to their charge, and will not allow that in thofe 
things they ihould Judge for themfelves ; and they are 
All things that relate to P^ilick Order ^ and which may 
without Sin be - determined one way or another, 
but are capable bf a better or worfe Determination ; 
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thaf is, AU Indifferent things. We fiiy that things of 
this "nature being determined by a dmpetent Authority y 
ought without rarther inquiry into the Reafons of fuch 
Determination, to be done by all that are under that Au- 
thority. As for the Peoples Faith in God, and their Obe-^ 
dience to him in doing what he hath Commanded and a- 
voiding what he hath Forbidden, our Church does not 
refolve that into her own Autliority, but into thofe very 
Reafons upon which they that are in Authority do build 
their own Faith and Obedience ; which Reafons are in- 
cluded in the Holy Scriptures. But as to her Appoint- 
ments and Orders in all things neither injoined by God 
himfelf, nor by him forbidden, flie expetteth Submiffion 
to them upon the Account of her own Authority ; and 
alloweth not us to Judge of the Expediency or Inexpedient 
cy of them before we will Conform our Praftice to them. 
All which is fo to be underftood that ftill Jier Authority 
in thefe things is fuppofed to be of God, and the Duty 
of Submitting thereunto required in the general precepts 
of Obedience to Superior^. 
Cafe in be- But if any Man ask. Who is to he Judge, of things In^ 
half of Diffcn- different as to a Mans praSlice^vohether his oivn Confcience 
p/ 2. ^^ ^^ Superior 2 1 Anfwer that as to a Mans own pradice, 

himfelf is to he Judge what things are Indifferent , and 
which confequently conie within the compafs of Hu- 
man Authority to Determin. For it is plain enough 
that by the fame Rule which flieweth us what is Duty^ 
and what is Sfn^ we come to Judge of what is Indifferent. 
And therefore when 'we grant to Private Perfons a 
Judgment of Difcretion concerning Sin and Duty^ we 
cannot deny them the right to Judge what is neither 
Duty nor Sin, but Indifferent ; which is the Sum of 
what the Author of the Cafe in behalf ofDiffenters hath 
i ^ * faid upon that matter. 

But then how can Authority pretend to abridge pri- 
vate 
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vate Perfoos of Judging^ as to their own praftice cbrt- 
cerning Indifferent things ? To this I Anfwer in the 
Words of the fame Author, where he acknowlec^es his 
-Adverfary to have faid weU to tbofe who cannot contply 
with feme things required in the Liturgy and can fay no^' 3^* 
wore then that they think them not Decent^ not Expedient^ 
not Orderly^ for^ fays he, no Private Perfon is a Judge 
rf thefe things. Which is an exceflent faying, but fo 
direftly contrary to the main principles of his Book, 
that I wonder how it fell from him. We are then to 
Judge whether the things required by Authority be In^ 
Jifferent^thM is, Lawful ; and then to Judge no farther 
ai to our own Practice : But for the Decency and Expedient 
cy and Orderlinejs of thofe things to leave our Superiors 
to Anfwer to God for that. Our doing them is War- 
ranted by our Rule, which is to obey Authority in all 
Lawful things. 

Now it is in things of this fort only, and with re- 
fpeft to Order and Decency^ and Prudent Determinati- 
on of what is moft likely to Edify ^ that our Superiors 
pretend to Judge for us what is, and what is not to be 
done J fo as to aSow us no right to Judze for our f elves ^ 
ahout them. They claim Obedience to theMijConftituti- 
ons in thefe things, upon the Account oinkir Autho- 
rity, wluch, when the matter is Lawful^ fliould with- 
out more ado conclude our Pratlice. 

Indeed they Judge alfo what Faith we are to profefs, 
what Worfhip we arc to offer up to God, . and what 
Life we are to ^ lead, in order to our receiving the 
benefit of Church Communion ; and by confequence 
they do. take upon them to Judge m our behalf, what 
are the Articles of the Chrifiian Faith, what is the true 
Chriftian Worftiip , and what it is to lead a Chriflian 
Life. For otherwife it were impoffible that the Mini- 
fters of Chrifty ihould difcreetly and honeftly ufe that 
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Authority which he hath left them to take into the 
Church thofe that are duly qualified for it,and to turn but 
thofe that are no longer fit to be continued in it. But 
Hill there is a great difl!erence between their Judgbg • 
for us in thofe things, and in the matters aforementi- 
onedl 

For they fuppofe that the Articles of the Chrijfian 
Faith ^ and the Commandments of God^ are the fame that 
ever they werefirom the beginning of the Church ; and 
that it is not in the Power of Man to make any alterati-^ 
ons in thefe ftanding Rules of Chrijlianity , and that 
Obedience is not due to any Authority of Man going 
about to make fuch iterations. From whence it fol- 
lows that Private Perfons ihould bfe able to Judge where- 
in true C^r//?/jir//y cofinftsaswellas their Superiors,that 
they alfo may oflfer up unto God a Reafonable Service. 
To which end the Bible is put into all Mens haads ; 
the meaning of the Scriptures is opened in our Religi- 
ous A{femblies ; the People are trained up td under- 
Hand the particulars of Chriftian Faith and Obedience, 
with the Reafons and Motives thereof, that as we faid 
before, they may be able to refolve their Faith into the 
feme grouMs of Divine Authority ,upon which the 5/- 
jhops zndTaJfors of the Church do themfelves believe. 
And we do Unjmimoufly acknowledge, that if this 
Church makes the profeffion of faHeDoftrine, or the 
braking of any of Gods Commandments, a condition 
of her Communion j they that upon this account Se- 
parate from her Communion are before God clear of 
the Guilt of Schifm in fo doing. And here flie makes 
all Private Perfons Judges for themfelves, whether flic 
doth this or not, and that by training them up the 
bed: way fhe can, to be atle ta inform themfelves in 
thefe matters. 

But 
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But the cafe is otherwife with refpeS: to Indifferent 
things relating to Gods Worftiip. For though our Su- 
periors profels that they arc not to meddle, in adding 
:to or taking from the Faith aa4 the Commandments of 
God ; . and though they appeal to Private Perfons,^ that 
th^y do not in FaSt ufurpan Authority to this pair pofc, 
which they profefs to difclaim ; yet in thefe Indifferent 
things, they claim a Power to add, or diminilh, or to 
make fuch expedient alterations, as they (hall think fit 
to be made ; and this without being any way account- 
able to the People for their difcretion in fo aoing, be- 
fore^their Orders be obeyed : And we fay that whoever 
they are, that will not be concluded by Authority in 
thefe things, but upon any pretence whatfoeycr taken 
from them, do break away from the Communion of 
the Church, they are Guilty of Sch/fm in fo doing. 
And this muft be truly (aid,, if what that^Author him* 
felf hath faid be tirue^ that no Private Perjon is !iud^ 
of thofe things^. ^ 

And now I think any one may fee a v jfl: difference be^ 
tween the claim of the Church of Rome^ to be the oni-" 
ly Judge of what ffie impofes upon lier Members, and 
the claim of the Church of EmLnd to the>^irae with 
reference to hets; that in the former cafe it is unjuft 
and unreafpnable ; but in the later very equal and 
neceflary, and which no Man that is not over-fuled by 
a fit of paffion and prejudice,, but maft allow to a Comr 
petent .Authority. 

Whereas therefore we have iconfidered the .points in 
.Queftioa between the Diffenters and opr felvej, with 
refpCi^ to Prudence ^Exrpedieme^ and fetter Edificatimi: 
We fay withal that this ismore than we were bound 
to do in order to the .Conviction ofDiflenters, that it 
is theiir Duty, to conform to their/^^z-gj/^andthe Lavos 
of thp Church. And that bec^jfc tfe Aathority by 
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which they are Eftabliftit obligeth us to SubmiiHon ( if 
there be nothing in them to make our Communion 
with the Church Sinful ) though we Ihould be fo arro- 
gant as to think we could have ordered thefe matters 
with more difcretion, if our Advice had been taken. But 
if, fetting afide the confideration of Authority, we have 
moreover fliewn that upon all accounts of Decency and 
Expediency^ Forms of Prayer are to be preferred before 
Extemporary Prayers^ and that the particulars now ex- 
cepted againft are fo far from betraying any want of 
Judgment iri thofe that prefcribed them, that they are 
Indications of the sreat Wifdom and Caution where- 
with they proceeded } we have not, I fay, performed 
this, believing it necejfary to prove the Reparation to be 
Vnjuftifiable^ but intending to ihew thereby that it is 
more JnexcufaUe. And although it was no part of our 
Defi^ to render thofe of the Separation more Inexcufa- 
ble by this performance, yet I befeech theni to take 
care that it happens not fo in the Event. 

If after all, it be asked what an Inferior is to do , 
that Judgeth thofe things to be Vnlavcfuly which his Su- 
periors in fiill Perfwafion that they are Indifferent at 
leaft, require him to do? I Anlwer, as all Men that 
have a Senfe of Honefty will Anfwer ; That whileft he 
isperfwaded that they are Unlawful, he ought to for- 
bear them. But then, as no Man of Underftanding 
will deny, he is yet a Sinner before God for refufing 
that Obedience to a Lawful Authorky, which he 
ought to perform j fmce in order to me performance 
of it, he might and ought to underftand his Duty bet- 
ter than he does. For as the forementioned Author 
fays, Things Indifferent and'Things Commanded and For-- 
hidden are not Things which we Fancy ^ hut which indeed 
are fo. If the Light of Nature^ and the Holy Scrips 
tures are a Rule of what is Duty^ and wlmt is Sin,^ they 
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are a Rule alfo of what is Indifferent : And the fame 
Light that ftiews what is necejfary to he done^ and what 
is necejfary not to he done , does withal ihew what is 
Lawful to be done or to be forhorn. And as an Errone- 
ous perfwafion that fomething is Lawful which God 
hath forbidden, will not acquit any Man, that hath the 
means of better Information, from Sin, in doing accor- 
ding to his Perfwafion of the Lawfulnefs of what he 
does : So neither will anjr Mans Erroneous Perfwafi- 
on that his Superiors require him to do what is Vnlaw* 
ful^ when the thing it felf is La vvful , acquit him of 
the Guilt of Difobedience in following that Perfwafi- 
on. In what degrees this or thai Mans Ignorance in 
thefe things is culpable,God only knoweth for the moft 
part, and therefore he only can Jud^e the World in 
Righteoufnefs. But more or lefs culpable it is in All that 
have means of .Knowledge. And it concerns every one 
oi us, as wq lov»e our own Souls, to confider Impartial 
ly, what God hath Commanded and what he hath for- 
bidden in his Ward^ and confequeiitly what he has left 
to our Liberty ; and that becaufe his Word is a Rule 
fufficiently plain as to thefe things. 
: ; For if thofe to whona God rath given Authority , 
.being corrupted in their Judgments by Paffion or any 
Worldly Interefl:, take thofe. things to be Lawful which 
God hath forhiddeny^iXidi impofe them upon AU.that are fub- 
jed to their Rule j th^ir Perfwafion fliall not hinder their 
-being grievous Sinn^^ againft God, nor Exempt them 
from being anfwerable to hifiv.for tihufing their Antk)' 
rity^ and tor all the pernicious confequences thereof in 
drawing fame jMen into Wicked Pra£HceSy and in punilh^ 
ing others for well doing. And by like Reafon, if Suh^ 
jeas not rightly attending to the Rule of their Duty, are 
:^pwh to a Perfwafion that thofe things are Vnlawfuly 
whith their. Superiors, injoin theia tp (W ; whereas in- 
deed 
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deed they are Indifferent ; and thereupon refafe to do 
them : This Perfwafion ftiall not acquit them befwc 
God, nor hinder them from being anfwerable for Ahu^^ 
fingtheir Liberty ^zx\6, for all the pernicious Confequences 
t)i their Difobedience, in Setting a hud Example , iq 
Breaking the Peace of the Churchy in Difiurbing Pub/ick 
Order ^ and, which very often happens, in Giving occa- 
sion to the voorfi of Men to profane the Name of God ^ and 
tofpeak Evil and Blafphemous things of his Holy Religi^ 
i)n. I fay. Ignorance will help no more in this later cafe 
than in the former, becaufe it is as eafie for the Suhjeii 
to know what is Indifferent^ as for the Ruler to know 
•what is Vnlavrfnl. Thefe confiderations I confels do 
?more properly belong to the laft Plea of Confiience ; 
tut it was very convenient to touch upon them here, 
-whef e we have been inquiring what things they are , 
in which Authority is to over^rule private Judgment ^ 
and to determine the Praftice of Inieridrsj and withal 
how great a difference there is between the Church of 
Rome^ and the Church of England in Anfwering this 
Common Queftion x Who fhall be the Judge ? 

' 3 . T come now to the laft Dif^ence confequeiit upon 
the two firfi refpe(^«ig Authority^ and Terms ofConinfu-- 
nion^ and that is the Difference of the Principles upon which 
each fide SeparateSy as to their tendency either to main^ 
tain J or to overthrow one Communion amongff.lChriJtians. 

This will fail under a double Gfftifideratibn. i. That 
-of maintaining one Communion amongft Chriftians in 
this Kingdom, z. That of maintaining one Commu- 
nion with Forreign Churches. I fliall begin with the 
-Firfl-. 
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As to Vnity at home. The Romanifl pretends that 
upon the grounds of our Reformation^ Divifions and Se- 
■•'.'.' ^ - parations 
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parat^ons will be endlefs amongfl: us ; JVe alfo pretend 
that the principles of the Separation from the Church cf 
Efiglandy tend to the fame : But with what difference 
of Reafon on each fide, it is eafy to Judge by what has 
been faid already. We have R6afon to think there 
would be no end of Divifions, if a Competent Authority^ 
injoining nothing but what is Lawful to be done in the 
Communion of Cbriflians^ is not to be obeyed : And 
certainly this may be very true, although it be falfe , 
that to Submit to the Authority of the Rowan Church, 
and that too in things Unlawful to be done by any 
Chrifiian^OY by any Man^ is neceffary itd prevent Divifi- 
ons. We fay farther, rhat there can be no need 
of an Bcclefiajiifiinyranfiy on the one hand, and a blind 
Obedience on 0ie other, to keep thofe Chriftians together 
in orle Com^iunion that live within one JurifaiHion ; 
if a due ufe of Authority in Lawful Superiors on the ' 
one hand, ancl a Dutiful SubjeSlion of Inferiors thereun- 
to, on the other, would do the bufineis, as mofl cer- 
tainly it would. But if fome Men will be Stubborn^ we 
cannot help that, any more than we can hinder other 
Men from being Tyrants. But we are furc it concerns 
both the one and the other, as much as their Salvati- 
on concerns them,not to be fo. And if this confiderati- 
on will not keep them within bounds, and make them 
Wife and Honeft j they muft Anfwer it to God one 
day. And in the mean time Subje^s that Suffer Vn- 
jujlly for refufing to Obey the Wicked Comrfiands of 
their Superiors, muft "bear it as patiently as they can, 
^ and by their Prayers to Gody and their Meek Obedience 
to their Rulers in zW Lawful things, endeavour to reco- 
ver themfeives into their good Opinion. And Superi- 
ors that are vexed with Froward and Diforderly Sub- 
jefts who break Chriftian Communion when no juft 
Caufe i$ given them , muft do what they can to lay 
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tfie Truth before tbem ; and if tiiis be to no piu^pc^ 
they muft ufe their Authority as Prudeotlv u tfaey can 
to prevent the Evil Example from going terther. 

We 9re fenfible what advantages th& Papijts maker 
to themfelves againft our Reformation by tlie examples 
of Diffentersj ami the Diffenttrs by the Pafifts. When 
the Papifls have Men and Women of weak unckrftand* 
ings to deal with, they tell them^ that the R£f$rmatum 
is run out into feve^l SeSls and Parties^ and no .Man 
can* tell where Separation wiM end : If therefore you 
Love Vtffty^ return to the Church of Rome where we 
are all of one Faith and Communion, The Separatifts 
on the other fide fet off their claims to an unreftrain- 
able Liberty of choofing in what Communipn to Wor- 
ihip God, by fhewing to their Profelytes the Tyranny 
of the Roman Church. Now we of the Church of Enf^ 
land are as nwch againft the Tyrannical Vfurpations of 
that Church as the Dijfenters^ and as njuch lor Vnity 
<^g^inft caujlefs Separation^ and for Ohedunce to Lawful 
Authority againjl Stubbornnef^^ as the Romanifts. And 
both thefe upon principles that confift well with one a- 
nother. We fay on the one fide that a Foreigner 
fliould not affeft an Authority over us, and that thbfe 
who have the Authority, oughtit^ require nothing in 
the Communion of Chriflians^ but wlKit is agreeable to 
Gods Word, and Lawful to be done : And on the other 
fide, that in fuch things we ought to do what is Com- 
manded, and by no means to run into a Separate Com- 
munion. Upon thefe principles we departed from.^^i»^, 
and ftick where we are ; and I truft that through the 
Grace of God, we fliall neither go back to Rome^ nor 
run after the Separation^ there being tuo need, either of 
the former to preferve Vnity^ or of the kter to avoid 

Tyranny. • ' 

To draw to a conclufion of this matter j The main 
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Reafofl of our Separation from Rome was this, that ^e 
could not continue in her Communion, without doing 
things that God hath plainly forbidden : The Refor- 
mation of our Chureh was at firfl: efiefted by, and 
Ibath an along flood upon Good and Juft Authority : 
She does not only hold fwth all ilecklaty means of 
Sblvation^ but ihe requires nothing to be done in her 
Cbmmimion «hat is contftHry to Gods Woftl. And 
therefore we Md our kWti bound under the pain of 
Scbifm to continue in her Communion- Now I do not 
iracferftand how upon thcfe principles Men muft run |. 
into EnMefs Sepanititms^ untefe it be impoffft)le for us % 

( whatever we pretend ) to know who are-tfur Lawful 
Governours, and to know what God hath Commanded, 
and what he hath Forbidden us to do. And I muft 
«)nfefs if thefe thin^.be Impoflible to be known tis a 
Fooliih thing for any Man to trouble his Gonfcience* 
with Cafes of dmrnunm and Sebaratiatti As foi- thfe 
Diflenters ( to omit the Independents whofe Churches 
^rfe in thebr very Conftitution ineonfiftent with Submit- 
ting to a Common Authority in inatters of Worfliip ) 
they have forfaken us for nothing but becaufe the 
Terffl^ of our Worlhip, or our two or three Ceremnies 
in it, are ncscCdftiifianded in Gods Word, ind becaufe 
in thingi left otherwife to our Liberty, we are deter- 
mkied by the Authority of our Superiors : Or becaufe 
thefe things might be better ordered, and becsiufe the 
Communion which' they have taken updn them io frt 
up in Oppofitfon to the Church of England \s pureir 
than ours, though ours be a Lawful Communion. NoW 
thefe principles do indeed ttti& to Eridfcfs Separations 
unlefs thefe Men could tell us either how we could be 
United in dfte eofl!!munion,'though nil of us helieued ^ 
Z/niawfulto Oi^a Competent Authority that fhould prefumi: 
todeterminany Indifferent things^ relating to Gods Worfhip ; 
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or what particular CommHnion that is from which it would 
he Vnlawful to Separate even upon this principle j That 
there is no Obligation to Commufiiony where • there is any 
thing pojftble to be wenJeJ in the outward mode tf Gods 
Worfhip. In a Word, they that Separate upon Juft and 
Neceflary caufes as the Church of England Imth done 
from the Church of Rome^ and ftop there, ace not to 
be charged with the . confequence of their praiftice , 
who Separate without fuch Qtufes, as the Diffenters do 
from our Church. And if they ha\rQ;pr6ceeded farther 
than they are able to juftify themfelves by the princi- 
ples of our Reformation > they mufl; Anfwer for it 
themfelves^ 

a. The priiidples of our Reformation do not oWlrua: 

our Communion with any true Church of Chrifl a- 

• broad, ^where there are no Unlawful Terms of Commu- 

nion. But fo do the principles of the Diffenters S^r 

paration. 

By the fame reafon that our Governours cktermin 
one Common order of Worlhip and Diicipline for thr 
Chu|*ches over which they have Authority j The Go- 
vernours of other Churches alfo may determio in thefc 
things according to their Prudence for the People fub^ 
jed to their Authority. And we, who blame the 
Church of Rome for intefpofuig her Authority amongft 
us, with whom fbe has no more Right to n^^dlethan 
any othet Forreign Church has, mud in alll things that 
come within the Liberty of Chiiftians, leave othor 
Churches that are ]as Independent upon Vs as we arc 
upon Rome^ to their Authority and^Liberty. And this 
is what our Church has exprefly declared. In the fe our 
doings we condemn not other 1^ at ions^nor prefer ibe any thing 
but to our own People only y for we think iP convenient that 
€very Country fboiUd ufe fuch Ceremonies as theyfhall thini 
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^</? to the fetting forth of Gods Honor and Glory j and to Preface to the 
the reducing of the People to a moft PerfeS: and Godly ^"^^"^^^^ 
Irving without Errjor or Superjiition^ and that they Jhomd 
put away other things^ which from time to time they per-^ 
ceive to he mofi ahufedy as in Mens Ordinances it often 
chanceth diverjly in divers Countries. In puf fuailce of 
which exiceiicnt and truly Catholick Declaration J would 
not only Communicate with Foreign Churches, who 
differ from us in nothing but nuttters of Form and C^- 
remorty ; but if I were amongft them, I (hould obfervc 
their Eftablifli'd iitodes and Forms of Wor(hip;and though 
I thought our own way at home, worthy upon all the 
accounts of Order znd Decency znA Tendency to Edifoa^ 
tion^ to be preferred before theirs ; yet I fhould not 
only conform to their way ; burReligioufly abllain from 
creating any prejudice againfl it iqrtbe minds oiChrifii* 
an People in thofe places ; and rather do aU that Ho- 
nejll^ I could to bring thofe to a favourable Opinion 
of It, who were prejudiced againft it. This is that 
Rule which St. Auftin thought fhould take place, not 
only in refpeft of thole Orders which were Eflablifh'd 
by Synods of Bijhops^ but in refpeft alfo of thofe Cu-^ 
fioms which had crept into particular Churches though 
it was hard to tell why or how they came in.. Jn things 
if this Nature faith lit there is onemojl wholefom Rule to Ai'^^mmumi 
he ohferued^ That wherever wtfee any of them obtain which *•?• M ^ 
are neither contrary to Faith nor gpod Manners^ and have 
^fome tendency to Edification^ we fhould not oHly ahfiain 
from finding fault with them^ . iut Comtffend and Prailife 
them ourfelves. And yet he complains in thia' very £- 
///?/e of the multitude of Ceremonious Obfervations, in 
which particular Chi^rches difl5ered fifonvone another, 
and wiihes. that a Rcformatioii wece made l^ Author 
rityi. Thus in the foregoing jEpilile, fpeaking ofthe dii&- 
cent obfervationsof divers places, for Indance, that^^d 
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*p. 1 1 8. faji upon the Saturday and fame Jo not^ &r. and of all. o» 

ther things of this kind which are to be accounted JnJ^ 
ferent ; Nothiffg^ fays he, does more become, the Gravity 
and Prudence of a Chriflian^ then to do after the] manner 
(f that Church into which he fhaU happen to cdtne. Then 
he rdates St. Amhrofe his celebrated Anfwer to Monica 
aboat things of this fort : When lam iff Ronie IFafl on 
the Saturday, whe^t I am ^here at Milan / do not Fajf. 
Andfo when thou <:omefi into ^ny Churchy oiferve its Cu^ 
ftoms if than wouUefi neither give jufi Caufe of Offence j 
nor take Offence without Caufe. This advice St, Aufiin 
magnified highly, and the more he thought of it the 
better heiiked it. F&^ fays he, / have often with great 
firrow confidered how the minds of Weak Chriftians have 
nenr difiurled^ hy the Quarrelfom humour and Super fiif> 
ims Nicenefs rfpme &fihe Brethreny who upon very flight 
grounds ofReafimngfir being addi^ed to their own Cujioms 
at home^ or fond of what they have olferved abroad^ raife 
fuch Wrangkng Difputes about things that cannot be. clear^^ 
ly Determined either by the Authority of Holy Scripture^ 
or the Vniverfal Tradition of the Church CatMick^ or by 
the Confideratton of tchdt h beft for Reformation of Life^ 
that they feem to reckon nothing well done^ but what they 
do themfelves. I (hall add no more but that f^ain Rule 
he gives elfewhere to this purpofer^j to things in which the 
MCafiOa^. Scripture defines nothing certain one winy or the other j the 
Ejp. 85. Cuftom of the Churchy and the Decrees of Superiors ^ are 

to be held for Law. 

Now by this and much more that might be produ- 
cedyWe may fee whk the true Notion of that Liberty was 
which the Ancient Church alkwed in ffwttters of Indif- 
' ff^^noe. Not that there wa^ no Rule in the patticu- 
iar Churches fi# tlie Orvtering jarid R^ukting of things 
of th» 'fort: For we find the BiAops did ufc their Au* 
thority in thefe things, over their charges, as St. Am^ 
• ' hrofis. 
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hfififis Words to St. Auflitn Mother abom the foremen- 
tidfied cafe do pbinty imply. Refift not thy Bifhef in Ep. 8^ 
this matter j hut what he aoes^ that do thou without any 
Scrupk or Difpute : And befides thof^ particular Cufloms^ 
the Variety and Multitude of whien St. Auftin com- 
plains of, there were tha Determinations ofEpifcofal Sy^'Ep- ii» 
nods concerning things not Detcrnained' in Scripture , 
' which he does not complam df. But thttr Liberty coo- 
fified in this, that the Rules of this fort e{tabli{ht iit 
the Cottiteunion of any Church, were not impofed up* 
on Foreign Churches ; and Catholiek Communion was 
not teoken upon the account of different Rites^ and 
Cttftoms. For though St. Aufiin^ was fbrry to fee the 
minds of fome Weak ChciAians troubled about Quefti- 
ons of this kind, yet I do not find that he had any 
occafion given him to complain that Communion was 
broken upon thefe accounts ; as before his time it had 
been, by Ptope P^i^lors raftnefe in prefuming to Excom- 
municate the ^/^i^/ci Biftops for obftrving JSii^^r upom 
the fourteenth of March; had not Irencem and other Wile 
and Moderate perfons feafonably interpofed. 

To apply -all this to the matter in hand : Since the 
Church of Rome has made fuch things conditions of 
Communion with her as are in St. At^tns phra ^con^ 
trary to Faith and Good Manner Sj our Separation from^ 
her upon this account, does not at all hinder us from 
Communicating with any true Church in the World,, 
that does not bar us out by Unlawful Terms of Comr 
munion- For in things that God hath left at Liherty^ 
this Church prefumes ncA to ihterpofe her Authority 
ahroad j nor refufes the Communion of thofe Chur- 
ches whofe Cuftoms and Obfervations are different from 
ours meerly becaufe they are different. Nay, let the 
Church of Rome her felf make an end of Impofing Falfe 
Doitrines and Wichd P radices , and there will be am 
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end of our 5'(?/^/'j//<wfrom her : Let her give over Com- 
manding things that God hath Forbidoen^ .and make- 
ing Articles of Faith of things that are not revealed, but 
are indeed contrary to Senib and Reafbo ; and Ihe 
may for us ufe her Authority at borne in things Indiff€rent\ 
and though (he be guilty of great Abufes even in this 
kind, which need a Reformation ; yet I for my part 
fhould not break Communion with her for thefe things, 
if flie wpul4 throughly Purge her felf from the other. 
In the mean time we are of one Cpmmunion with all 
Foreign Churches that prefume not to change the Faith^ 
Hor to contradid the Laws of God^^and this we fhould de- 
mpnftrate by adlual Communion with them, if wefuid 
occaJTion to go abroad amongft them. 

But this makes our cafe very Different from that pf 
the Diflenters who Separate from the Church. For lb 
long;as they withdraw from our Commupion for the 
fake oi Ecckfiajiical Orders that are not contrary to Gods 
l^rd^ and Separate from us upon this principle, that 
every thing is Unlawful in Gods Worftiip which ts 
not Comnianded in Scripture, but enjoined by our Su- 
periors only ; they muft not upon thofe principles have 
Communicated with acy Church in the Primitive times, 
when there were far more Vncommanded Rites and V^ 
fages Eftabli{h'd,for the regulating of Wor{hip,than now 
there are in our Church. And upon thefe principles 
they muft not Communicate with any Reformed Chur- 
ches abroad, fince how different fo ever the External 
Mode of their Worftiip may be from ourt, yet fome they 
all have, and that confifting of Rules not Determined 
by Gods Word, but by the Law oxCuflom of Man. To 
New England they muft not go, hoping to find a Com- 
munion there Lawful to be embraced upon thefe prin- 
ciples. The Nonconformifis to our Liturgy and !)//?/• 
fline that are therei will ftand to their own Orders 
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concerning: FT^r^/^ and Difcipline^ and will make out 
by their Church Authority fuch as it is, what they can* • 
not (hew Chapter and Verfe for. Our Sepanitifts if 
they go thither (hall find no other ufe Of their Liherty 
allowed there, but Conformity and Compliance with that 
way of Worfhip and Government which there obtains. 
It is a plain cafe that they who Separate from our 
Church upon the account of Unommanded Rites 
and Praftices in Gods . Worlhip, are fomething more 
obliged by this principle to avoid Communion with 
all Foreign Churches ,• if Rules for Cuftoms concern- 
ing things Indifferent are to be found amongft them 
all, as ffloft certainly fuch Rules more or fewer all of 
them have r For in the former cafe our Separatifts are 
difobedient to their proper Govermurs and Paftors^ whofe 
Authority over them is fome thing more clear and in- 
difputable, than that of the Governours of other Chur-^ 
^ches where they niight happen to go. And therefore 
if they will not in things of this Nature, be Deter- 
mined by an Authority at home ^ there is lefs reafon to be- 
lieve their Confciences will fuffer them to be Deter- 
mined therein by one abroad. I conclude therefore 
that though our Reformation leaves usfree to Commu- 
nicate with all Churches abroad, that do not require 
Sinful Terms of Communion as the Church of R&me 
does ; yet the Separation cf the Dijfenters from Qs pro-' 
ceeds upon grounds deftruftiveof Conttnunion with 
any Church in the World. 

Indeed I believe, moft of our Diflenters would Com* 
municatc with feveral Reformed Churches abroad^ but 
in fo doing they muft depart from the principles upon 
which th^y Separate at home ; unfefs they can find a 
Reformed Church, which exercifeth ho Authority in 
Forms of Prayer, nor in any Indifferent things for the 
external R^ulatioji of Publick Worihip. But where 

I fuch 


(58) 

fuch a Churdi is to be found, I am yet to be inform- 
ed. 

And thus much concerning thofe Differences of the 
Cafe, that are Confequent upon (he Difference in point 
of Authority and of Termss of Cdrnmunion. 

3. I come now to confider the laft Plea I propoun- 
ded which I confefled was not only Common to botk 
fides, but which alfo may be zstrul^ aOedged on xht 
one fide, as'on the other. And that is the nea of Coth^ 
fcience. 

The Diflenters fay that they Semirate from us, being 
perfwaded that they ought fo to clo. And I muft nee£ 
lay that fome Degree of Integrity is implyed in this 
Plea, if honeflly it be made ; and fuch a Degree it is, 
as without which no Man can be an honeft Man. And 
therefore indead of going about to make it queftion- 
able whether indeed it }x owt oi Confcienccy that they 
generally Separate from us ; I Ihall here admit it, ad- 
ding only that it (lands every one of them in hand , 
to be as fure as they can be, that there is this Reafon 
at lead for their Separation from us. And I hope none 
of them will take this admonition in ill part ; fince 
I charge my felf and defire all the People of our own 
Communion to be careiul that we be fully perfwaded in 
our own minds that in Duty to God we are bound to 
Separate even from the Church of Rome ; and that we 
do not either chufe one Communion or relufe another 
for Carnal and Worldly latereft. For we fay the 
very fiime thii^ ,. viz. That in Confcience we are 
perfwaded, that to forfake the Communion of the 
Church of Rome^ and of every Church in her Com- 
munion, as the Term^ of her Communion now (land, 
is a neceffiiry Duty. But then if we had no more to 
fay for our felves then this comes to, we fliould toskt 
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bttt a very Weak Apology for our Separation from the 
Roman Church, ana have fome Reafon to be aihamod 
of it. 

For, to deal plainly, this is no more then what a 
Turk or a Jew may fay for refofing to become a Chrifti- 
an^ and no more then what he may truly fay too, that 
is, that his Conscience will not let him be a Chrijlian^ 
fmce he is verily perfwaded that Chrijlianity ]s not from 
God , fo far as it is* contrary to the Religion by him 
profefled. Now this, if it be truly faid , ftiall make 
him a more honeft Turk or Jew^ than another that is in 
his Confcience convinced of the Truth , which with 
his mouth he denies, yet it ihall not make that which 
he profeffes to be more true in his mouth, than it is 
in the mouth of a Hypocrite. And I fuppofe no Chrijii'- 
an will fay that his pretence of Confcience though it 
be not meer pretence, will acquit him of Sin in rejeft- 
ing the Gofpel of Chrift when it's offered to him with 
reafonable Evidence- From whence I think it follows, 
that the Mifinformation of his Confcience^ or his Erroneous 
perfvoafion is his Sin. And therefore though it be true 
that we do Separate from the Roman Communion out 
of Confcience ; yet whether we do well upon the whole 
matter in this or not, muft be judged of by thofe rea- 
fons upon which we are perfwaded that fo we ought 
to do, and not meerly by cur perfwafion it felf. For o- 
therwife we Ihould lay down a principle that would 
Vindicate a Man in the greatell Errors that can be 
profefs'd, and juftifyhimin the mo,ft Wicked things that 
can be done uiider an lErroneous perfwafion that thofe 
are not Errors and tlw* thefe are not Wicked ThiMs. 

Wherefore I befeech all thofe that forfake the Com- 
muijion of the Church of Englandy upon a general znd 
loofe perfwaiion c4 which they are ^ble to give little or no 
particular account, tl^it. thpy do well in fori^iflg us, 
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and that they fhould Sin in Communicating with us : 
I befeech them, I fay, to lay this to heart, add a moft 
evident truth it is, that if their perfwafion be Errone- 
ous, they are notwithftanding their perfwafion guil- 
ty (^Schifm :. And withal, that if they are perfwaded, 
this is no great matter, as. I plainly perceive they are 
for the moft part, yet if Schi/m be a very great and 
aggravated Sin j neither will their Ignorance acJquit 
them qi guilt proportionable to the heinous Nature of 
the Sin. For my part I Ihould not envy their fafety, 
could I believe they had reafon to be fecure, upon giving 
this account of their Separation and that honeftly too, 
that they arefatisfieJ in Confiience about it j and there 
is an end. But I have reafon to warn them of the 
Danger of fuch Preemption ; fmce many of the Jews 
and Heathens thatr delivered up the Servants of Chrijl 
to be Killed for their profeflion, were doubtlefs fatis- 
fied in Confcience , that- they did God Service in' fo 
doing. And for ought I know fome that have ferved 
the ends of the Bloody Church of Ronie^, may have been 
fo perfwaded too. But do you think that God wifl 
give them thanks for what they did, becaufe of their 
^ood meaning ? And if you do not think fo j you have 
no reafon^ to conclude that you ihall be acquitted; 
from your Separation, if ^Sin it be, znd z great one 
too, meerly becaufe you do not believe it to te a mat- 
ter of any great Confecjuence ,. or indeed any fault at 
all, but rather a Duty. 

r. do not know to what purpofe Divine Truth is 
made known to us by feature and by Scripturey and the 
Lafiws of God aref Written upon our Hearts^ and thefe 
and more Laws beiide Written in the Gofpel^ if we 
migitt yet be fafejy Ignorant of ^our Duty as we are 
Men^ or as V^t zttChrifiians^ zn^ of that Truth which 

i3nece(Srytotheperforn»nte(iftTbt^^ To what 
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emi hath God made hewft his fViH^ and giv'en us the 
weans of knowing it, and a Reafonahle Nature to make 
us capable of ufing thofe means, if Ignorance might 
ftill be Pleaded in our Juftification ? For my Part I 
cannot tell, and let him that cannot look to it, that 
no Prejudice? nor Pa/Iion, nor Lazlnefs, nor Worldly 
Intereft lye at the bottom of his Heart either to hin- 
der his fearching, or if he fearches, to hinder his find- 
ing out that Divine Truth, which is the Rule of his 
Duty. I fay this the rather, becaufe no body will de- 
ny that it is well laid. But it fares with, this as it does 
with many other good Sayings, it \& ftill by all ac- 
knowledged to be food^ but it is by few well applied. 
Biit thus far at Icaft I may defure thole of the Sepa^ 
ration to apply it to themfelves, that if they Vmecefr 
farily Divide themfelves from the Cbmmunioa of this 
Church, the perfwafion of their Confcience that they 
are bound to divide from us, will by no means bring 
them off in fo doing from the Condemnation that, be- 
longs to that Sin. 

^^ To break the Commyxmon otChriJlians is qjiite con.- 
traiy to the Ordinance and Tnftitution of Chrijl^ . who 
made his Church on^ Boefy; and the Confeqiiences of 
it are very Deftruftive of all the g;:'eat ends of Chrijii-^ 
anitjy and in fuch Cafes ,., tHe blame is very great, 
wherever it lies ; and I wilT be bold to fay „ it^ 
could not be very great ,. if it were hard for an 
honefl: and unprejudiced mind to find what; ougt:it,and 
what ought not to be done to niaihtain TAnity ofConh 
fnunion amongfl Chrifiians. And therefcMre it concerns 
every Man as. he tenders, the Salvation of his Soul, to 
look to it, tfeat the Caufeof his Separation be Juft. 
For this is one of thofe Cafes wherein, a meer Per- 
fwafion of Coofcience, will not fecure a Man a£Hng ac- 
cording to it from finning againft God. And trom^ 
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lience it is evident that this Plea that we cannot in 
Confcience hold Communion with the Church of Ramty 
may in our mouths be a very good Plea againft the 
P^pifts^ as without queftion it is if our Conlciences arc 
rightly informed as to the Points controverted between 
them and us : But the fame Plea in the mouths of the 
Dijfenters againft the Church of England^ may not be 
-good, as moft certainly it is not, if they areperfwaded 
that oiar Church hath given them juft Caufe for their 
Separation, when there is indeed no fuch matter. And 
therefore we may at leaft hope that they will all of 
them now ferioufly apply themfelves to confider the 
merits of the Caufe between them and us, which they 
are now in an efpecial manner bound to do ^ fmce 
the Charity of the Minifters of this City hath made 
the doing of it eafie to all Perfons , that will be at 
the Pains to Judge for themfelves, and that by bring- 
ing down the particular Queftions^in Controverfy be* 
t ween them and us to the Capacity oi Ordinary Chnfiia^s. 
And if they will not ufe this OppcMtunity that is gjiven 
them to Confider thefe things they will have the more 
to Anfwer to God : and they moft of all that diilwade 
them from it. . ' 

To conclude this Point : whereas the Papifls de- 
claim againft our Separation from them, under pretence 
of Conjciencey as if this had Ihewn the way to all 
forts of 5^(f?^>-w to Separate from us upon the feme pre- 
tence : We hope that all Perfons who are not willing 
to be deceived, will be able to Diflinguifli between a 
mifguided Conscience on the one hand, and a voeS In* 
formed Confcience on the other j and then proceed 
to examine theRcafons of our Separation, whether they 
benotjufi and' Nedefary ; and if they find them fo to 
i)e, that they wiU acquit us from all their .blaiiie, vp^ho 
Serrate without Ji^tr* Reafons. for it is very Foolifti 
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and unjttfl: not to* allow th&^^i^ence of Confiience to 
be good in any Cafe , becaufe it is not fo in all Cafes. 
Surely if one Mans Confcience tell him that he may 
and ought to Rebel , while himfelf does not believe 
that 'tis Rehellion he is going about ; this hinders not^ 
but another Man may Lawfully and juftly pi^tend Con- 
fcience for his Loyalty , and Duty to the Government.. 
And though in iome Places of the World , there are 
Sovereign Princes, who extend their Authority for the 
maintaining of Damnahk Errors^ and the fuppreffing of 
Gods Holy Jruth^ and all the while believe that they 
ufe their Power as they ought to do j yet this (hall not 
hinder but that Princes who believe and profefs the true 
Religion , and withal proteft and encourage . it with 
their Authority as much as they can, being fully jper- 
fwaded that fo they ought to ao,that they j I fay. mail 
for this receive Gods thanks and rewards , wmfe the 
former fhall go without them. In like manner Cm- 
fcience may tc pretended for Difobeying the juft Laws, 
of that Authority which God hath fet in the World,, 
and in the Church ; but this ihall not hinder his Plea 
from being good , who pretends Confcience for re- 
fufinjg to Commit Idolatry ^xho\x^ all the Powers under 
Heaven Ihould require him fo to do. Men may by 
miftake, think they do God good Service in murdering^ 
his Servants j For this has been done by you of the 
Church of Rome. And if in fuch Plain Cafes as thefe, , 
your underftandings have been fo foully Corrupted, it 
is pot fo greatly to be wondred at , that the Judg- 
ments of other Men are fo perverted by Intereft and^ 
Paflion, as to believe themfelves Cotmtermanded hy God' 
in things required by their Superiors ; but in which it 
would not h their Sin^ but a Performance of their Vuty 
to obey. And yet I hope this Anfwer whether it he 
better to Ohey God or Man^ Judge yey was once.TnAy dLtidti 
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Pertinently made ; and may be fo again. And fq much 
for the Difference ot the Cafe with refpedt to' Coij-' 

fcience j which was the laft thing to be confidered. 

> 

And now I know that all this will fignify very little 
to any Man that brings not an honeft mind with him 
to Confider it, or who had rather take his Opinions 
in thefe things upon Truft , than be at the Pains to 
Judge for himfelf. But why Ihould a Man difparage 
himlelf fo much , as not to ufe that Underftanding 
which God hath given him in matters that Concern his^ 
Salvation ? \Why fliould he be fuchan Enemy to him- 
lelf, as not to Jet go a Dangerous 'miftake , when he 
may enjoy the Truth inftead of it, if he wiU ufe Rea- 
fonable Diligence to Confider what is faidon both fijks ? 
Give me leave to put you in mind of your Duty in 
this Cafe, in the Words of an Ancient C^r{/?/^^ Writer 
/;; a/l matters cf PraHice and Duty it Concerns every Man 
to ufe his own Judgment and Dijcretion^ in fearchingfor 
Truth , and in weiring what is fit to he done^ rat]oer . 
Instant, hh z. then to he hetrayed into Error and Sin^ hy fuch a Cre- 
^rwrifi^^ //;//<?«j reliance upon others^ as if himfelf had not the Rear . 
^ed. 7. fon cf a Man ^and were incapahle of Cofifideration. God has 

given to every Man his Ihare oflVit hoth tofindoutfome 

things hy himfelf^ and to v)eigh thofe which he hears from 

others, ^is Natural to all men to love Wifdom^ and to 

dejtre the Knowledge of the truth. And they make Fools 

cf thewfelvesj who without Difcreiion take the Words of 

their Leaders for all that they fay , and follow them' 

' more like Beajls^ than like Reajonafle Creatures^ which 

# words are not fo to be taken,as if it were Difionourahle 

^ or Dangerous to any Man to make ufe of the help of 

others in Learning the Truth: For this were to deftroy^ 

the ufe of the Miniflry in the Church of Chrift^ and to 

take away the benefit of mutual endeavours to lead 

one. 
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one another into a right Underftandli^ of our Duty. 
But for all jdhiis, it may be a very Fooliih and Uncnaii- 
ly part, aiid it may betray us injro very Dtngeroos 
Errors, not to ufe our own Judgment at all in matters 
qtSinzndD(ity>^ :and in Opinms leading to the one 
. or the other j but infleaa thereof to rely altc^ether 
upon their Authority whom we have taken for our' 
Guides. This is what we fay ho^h to the People of 
the Fopijby aad of thQ ^Dipntitig Vavty. ; that if they 
would apply themfelvesf .with Ordinary Diligence , 
and with a fincere mind, to find out the Truth in 
thfe Cafes they would not meet with any great Difficulty 
to Perplex them in the way; efpecially if they whole 
!vf^ujthor;ity.. tJaey wy much rely upon, would fpeak as 
^fainly and- clearly to the Points in Queflion as, with- 
out Vanity I may lay, we have hitherto done. 

J We do nqtrdefjre them to flop their Ears againft 
Ithofct whom th(^ follow af prefent : All that we beg 
^^them is, that they would not take every thing upon 
.Truft, tjjat others tell them in thefe matters, but hear 
wha^ we alfo have to offer to them, and not oiJy hear, 
but cohfidet .and weigh it with the tjefl Judgment they 
have. And let me fay this to ill tRofe whom I npw 
fpeak of, whether P^/^//?j or Diffenters^ that if you fet 
your felves with a fincere : defire of being .rightly In- 
formed , to compare our Reafons , with them wliopi 
hitherto you have trufled, fqme. Advantage you> will 
.jgain by it ,. whatever the Succefs be. . For V/ -the 
J ruth be not m^oun ^de\ you will in . ^If likelihood 
.get this benefit by it, to^be Confirmed in your own 
way^/ijpon. better ground^ rfian]ypu had before. But 
,tf it\,hel'y'iy Is th^ to Be^^jq^ed thaf , through the- 
Grftc:e;of G6dyo^r>viU,^ifc^^^ it, for 

Which bieflingydu and we ihall have great reafon to 
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yieia our hearty Thai^iks andPruifis m the Father if 

Lights ; who grveth WifdbM to ihn/n that aik him. BUt 
if you Ihould be fo unhappUy Prejudiced on the wrong 
fide as to mifs this benefit, yet let itte tfeU you it wiB 
turn to fome good account for you at laft, that you 
took Pains to be better informed ; and that yoU 
were not altogether wanting to your felves to eonie te 
a right Underftanding of your Duty in thefe Particu- 
lars, by difpofing your felves to Impartiality, and by 
Readings ztid Meditating^ and /'r^i^sg in all tnis, for the 
Illumination of Gods Holy Spint. 

And now, I truft, there is littTe need to tell you,. 
that if your Leaders difcourage you from taking tMs 
pains, it may juftly make you fufped that your Gaufe 
will not bear the Trial. If they would keep up your 
Confidence hy their own, and all the while divert you 
from comparing one thing with another, and fronv 
trying what is faid on botn fides ; you have fuf&cient 
Caufe to Queftion either their Honefty or their Un- 
derftanding. And the more unwilling they are tlutt 
you Ihould examin what we and they fay, the more 
keafon do they give you to refolve that you will do. 
fo. 

I have fhewn how greatly diflfcrcnt the Cafe of the 
True Englijh Troteflant is firom that of the fafifl on 
the one hand, and that of the Separate on the other. 
And though the difference be fo very notorious as it 
is, yet we know the PoPiJh Priefts have repreferited our 
Reformation under fucn Colours, as to make it iodk 
like Fanatiufm , and the Dijjhnters, are made to be- 
* lieve on the other hand that our Ifeformatioo is but a 
better fort of Popery. And fome little pbpukr thi 
are faidoh boih fitfes to ttMiJfe thelfe'ptetenceslookl 

Truth. 
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Truth. Put now I have brought thefe Colours intb 
the Light ; and if you will but take upon your felves 
to ufe your own Eye$, you may, I think, eafily dif- 
cern that you l^ave been all this while abufed. At lead 
I have givea you Reafon enough to make fiuther In- 
^uiries,and to Confider naore particular Queflions. But 
if upon Reading this general Difcourfe , you ihould 
refdve to keep wherq you are, and to trouble your 
felves no farther ; I am Qonfident the true Reafon there- 
of mud be this, that you are afraid to proceed, left 
you fhould be convinced ; and this is nothing lefs tha|i 
Wilfully to bar up your minds againft the Knowledge 
of the Truth, For thoi^ I have no conceit of this 
performance, as if I had done any great matter in it; 
yet I am Conf^ious to my ielf that I intoidi^ honeftly 
all along, and I am fure I have Written plainly, and 
have laid fome things together that may give juft oc- 
cafion to any well meaning Papift or Senary to Quefti- 
on the fafety of the way he is in at prefent j elpeci- 
ally if he has never troubled himfelf to Confidier thefe 
things before* 

And now I do hourtUy defire you ail, for I cannot 
defire this too often ex* tooearneuly ; that you would 
take the Word of God for. your Rule, and propDuiid 
the Rewards of another Life for your end, and fet the 
Fear of G®d before your Eyes, whileft you Confider 
and "Smmva thefe thiag^. It is our concern fcHt the 
fi4^p^ of yMK Sotilsj as well as for > the ^^l^are of th\s 
Poor I Church fa diftiefied with J\4veriaiies on both 
ftdgs, that putteth us forward upon all ocoifion^, to 
lay thefe tlungs befom you. Do not ther^re Read 
tm(t Books wiiich are indeed publiflitfor yBurfiikes^ as 
4f they were ^Bitten (igunfi ymu There is not one of 
^9 I am Confident but is troubled to iee you expdfe 
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your felves to the penalties of the Laws of the Land 
that are againft you : But we 2up6 more fonry to con- 
iider^hat at the fiime time you do alfo incur the high d^ 
pleafure of God.* We would fain haVe'you to avoid 
both the one and the other. And if you would heark- 
en to us J the word: you would get by it, is to live 
with leis Difturbance in tUs World, but whether that 
fiiould prove true or not, yiou . wo^ Walk in a more 
Safe and Wain way to Heaven, than t\^t which any 
of you are in at prefenr. And I hope you wooild not 
grudge that good which this Church ihould receive by 
your return to us, when you would do your felves fo 
much more by it- ^ ^' ' • -'■'"■ ''-' 
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If therefore you think our Importunity troublefom, 
pray remember what it is that makes usimportunatejand 
let no mifconftruftion of the Defignof your Friends, 
render their honeflr endeavours Ineffeftua! to your con*' 
virion. We would have you- underftand th^ Tttith, ' 
and do your Duty ; And as this end is Charitable, To- 
you muft needs grant thofe means to be Charitable 
alfo, by which we arc contributing towards it. It is in- 
deed our Cancem.that.thefe means fliouM take'placc, 
butitisrypuiBr&ipethiflgittiore^ if you are lander great 
and dangeroiK, /miliars as I am perfwaded you are. 
Rut if you fliould be fo|)cejudiced againft us as to think 
that we Write thefe Controverfies more in Concern 
^the Tfcmporal Interefts of. this Church^than for your , 
Spiritual: Good^ Pray Willy bu make this profitable ufe 
of that. hard thought, as«o excel us in this matter, by 
being mofe careful not. to mix any Carnal and Worldly 
afiedion with your Judgment in Reading thefe things, 
then you imagine us to be in Writing of thMa; Be 
asftri6t.as yoii will in Examining what w^p fay in be- 
^f of our Church j only be willing that Trtith fliould 
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Overcome ;. and ConTider that if that prevails ^inlb 
your Errors, you indeed are the CMquermrs^. and that 
the^^-eateft Gain will i be yours, both in this World 
and in the World to come. 

Ihiave namind to prejudge which Party it is that 
we may hq^ to win more of to the Truth than of 
the otlier ; bdng very willing to believe that there is 
no Caufe of defpairing to do good on either fide. 

As for the Diffenters ; methinks, it fliould not be 
hard to diflwade the moft of them, from breaking the 
Communion of that Church any longer, with which 
they agree in the Suhjiance of Faith and Worfhip^ and 
from differing with, Authority for the future about 
thing? Indifferent. The Caufe of the Separation^ as 
it is managed by themfelves is fa very Slight, that one 
would hope they Ihould be of themfelves fomething 
afraid to venture their being Schifmaticks upon it, and . 
confequently that they Ihould be ready to confider 
what has been faid to (hew, that there is indeed no Juft 
Caufe given them to Separate from our Church ; and 
that there is no Reafon to oaU any thing Popery which 
they ,diflike in our Communion ; as fome of thera 
have done to the great difadvantage of the Proteflant 
Relif}on ; fuice as much as in them lay , they have 
nwjde the World believe that the Caufe of Popery is 
better than it is ; and th^t it doth not. confift only o§ 
Opinions and Practices that cannot be defended, but 
of fome alfo that may. And it is not the l^ft kindncfs 
that the indifcreet Zeal of fome Piotefiants jiathdone to 
the Church of Rome,y that they have inveighed^gainil 
fpme things, which may be e^ftly juftified^ asif *hoy «lfo? 
were Popijh Corruptions^ And tiie LearnedMen of that 
Church. have not been behind hand in, making ufe, . 
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of this advantage, and that by ftraining their utmoft 

Wit, to leprefent the l^rta^fiant Religion under fuch 
Colours, as if it flood in G^pofition to Epifcopacy and 
Liturgy^ and to all Ecclefiafiical Cmohs and drnjiitHti^ 
ons. -Aiid I am perfwadal the Diffenters cannot do the 
Trotefiant Religbn a greater kindnefs, than by forb^r- 
ii% to give them this oco^n for the Future. For let 
a Caufe be never fo good in it felf, it is never like-p 
ly to thrive in their hands , who inftead of prefling 
their Adverfaries with what they can never maintain, 
are ilill forward to deny what they are well able to 
•prove. 

As for the /'^/;g/?f 4imongft us, their miftakes tu Faith 
and Worihip are ib Grofs and Foul that if they woi^ 
give thpmfelves a little time to Confider what has, and 
what may farther be faid to convince them ; I do not 
doubt but all of them that are endued with a Compe- 
tent Underflanding ^ and $tn Honeft Senie of things, 
would foon ffiel thofe palpable Errors, into the belief 
and pradife of which they have been hitherto de- 
luded^ by an unreafonable defo^nce to the Authority 
of the Church pf Rme i and no longer (land offfiom 
the Communion of the Churoh of EngkniL The big- 
ger any fault is, oni^ would think, it ihould be more 
eafily ^ied. Now thefe Men Separate from us meerly 
JDecaufe we have abandoned thofe wi<dced Do£brines and 
Pradices,whtch are of t^emfelves a mod: nece&ry Caufe 
vof Separation from any Churdi in the World^thot fhoi^ 
Impok them. And therefore th^ of all Mm »e the 
raoft Nototious Scbijmaticks that can be imagined. 
And I be£^^ God to open their £yes to fee it ; and 
^ fecovA* into the way ^Tru^b all fitch as haw Erred 
and aipe Decerned \ tMC thofe who have hitherto been 
Their. s*2u0^i(yite ixay frwe^all tlmg^^ and that thofe who can 
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be perfwaded to Confider thefe things, may hoUfyH 

that which is good. 

And the God of Tatience and Confolation grant us toVimdi^.^^i 
te like minded one towards another according to Chriji 
Jcfus. 

That We\mqy with one Mind and tme Mouth Glorify 
God^ even the Father of our Lord Jejus. Amen» 


F IN I S. 


EKATA. 

Page t8. fine iS. fer Term ^fcad Formi p. i S« L 3>< ^ oppear.r. appear 
pi.2S.Lt7;ht<CMr»i4. 


